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Mean-oung and Kyan-Khan — Idols 
**belong to no one.’’ 

We were off before breakfast, and at 
noon were opposite Mean-oung, which is 
about two miles long and must have a 
large population. Here we overtook a 
fleet of fifty boats, convoyed by Assistant 
Commissioner Latter’s armed yacht, as- 
cending the river. They were going 
with all sails spread, and presented a 
picturesque appearance as they stretched 
across the wide stream nearly in line. 

At five, P. M., we reached the large 
town of Kyan-Khan, more than four miles 
in length, compact, and abounding in 

godas, monasteries,and zayats. Here, 
too, the destroyer had been busy. Al- 
though there were 200 sepoys with En- 
glish officers, the fleet war boats had just 
made a successful attack upon the more 
exposed parts of the town, and effected 
their escape in safety. Once beyond the 
safe in the 


almost impenetrable jungle and numerous 
small streams. Here we anchored for 
the night and went on shore. We found 
a large bazar near, and a great crowd of 
people on the bank. The town has 
several parallel streets, with brick pave- 
ments in the centre for ponies and walk- 
ing. It is sufficiently above high water, 
and is said to be a healthy town. It is 
perhaps the most important place above . 
Henthaday below Prome, and about 
midway between the two. In the course 
of our walk we came totwo large monas- 
teries, which I entered, where I found 
larger collections of images than I had 
before seen. Besides those which exhibit 
Gaudama in the usual sitting posture, 
there were others which represent him 
as reclining, as standing, in the act of 
preaching, seated on an elephant, as 
prostrate, with hands and hair extended 
above his head. They were made of 
wood, marble, and papier maché, many 
of the latter being of beautiful workman- 
ship. I offered to purchase. The priests 
replied, “ We do not sell—we do not 
give. They are not ours. They belong 
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to noone. They are offerings. If you 
like, take. No one will complain.” 
These answers confirmed my previous 
views. The building of pagodas, the 
setting up of images in zayats and 
monasteries, like their offerings of fruits 
and flowers on worship days, are acts of 
worship. When offered they cease to be 
property. The act of religious merit is 
exhausted in the gift, and the entire sur- 
render of the gift is essential to its 
religious value. 

The Assistant Commissioner — Fino 

Sepoys. 

Here we found Capt. Latter, now the 
assistant commissioner for Prome under 
Capt. Phayre. He has resided for some 
time in the adjoining British provinces, 
and has written a grammar of the language. 
He was raised to his present honorable 
post because of his knowledge of the 
language, and in consideration of his 
gallant conduct in leading an as- 
sault at the taking of Rangoon. He 
confirmed all that we had heard respect- 
ing the disturbed state of the country, 
and said that there was no force at their 
command to put an end to the mischief. 
He thought the report well founded that 
Me-at-toon, the robber chieftain, has 
been in communication with the court of 
Ava, and that ere long he will be down 
with an army. 

Before leaving, we took on board a 
hundred sepoys from one of the north- 
west provinces of India. I was struck by 
the fine appearance of these men. They 
have all the prominent features of the 
western, or Indo-European races, and on 
many of them I observed the peculiar, 
high aquiline nose, delicate chin and lip, 
and high round head, of which among 
Rhode Islanders the face and head of an 
eloquent U.S. Senator has long been 
the prominent example. They were 
much above the average size of the 
Hindoos. Several on measurement were 
found to be five feet eleven inches, the 
tallest invariably having the eagle outline 
of face. 

I subsequently saw at Prome acompany 
of mounted Sikhs, from Affghanistan, 
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known as the irregular cavalry,’ who have 
rendered the most efficient service in the 
late war. What an illustration is this of 
the might of this growing empire! Here 
are companies of soldiers from a country 
bordering on Persia, and with which the 
English were so recently at war, volun- 
teering to go nearly 3,000 miles east ward, 
to extend the dominion of Great Britain 
nearly to the confines of China. 


Akouk-toung — Remarkable images. 


We left Kyan-Khan on the morning 
of Tuesday, August 30th, and at noon 
were opposite Akouk-toung, where spurs 
of the Arracan hills, which had been 
seen for two or three days before, make 
down to the right bank of the river. 
Here the country, which had been grada- 
ally changing in appearance after leav- 
ing Henthaday, loses the unvarying 
aspect which it wears in the delta. The 
banks of the river are bigh, and hill and 
valley mingle on either hand. At 
Akouk-toung, which is noted for the 
numbers of images carved in the precipi- 
tous limestone which rises from the river's 
bank seventy-five or a hundred feet, the 
stream comes down from the west, wind- 
ing around the rocky point until it 
recovers its southerly direction. The 
position on the promontory at Akouk- 
toung is an admirable one for defending 
the pass, and the wonder is that the Bur- 
mans did not use it better. They had 
fortified themselves at this point and 
were prepared to guard it with twenty- 
eight guns. The Hon. Company's steam- 
ers Pluto and Mahamuddee came up 
here with troops in July, 1852, and 
keeping close to the west bank and 
beyond the range of the enemy’s guns 
struck into a small nulla known as the 
Young-Zeray, which connects with the 
river above and is navigable only at full 
banks, and leaving both banks of the 
Irrawadi on the left, passed completely 
around Akouk-toung, and entering the 
river again, proceeded immediately to 
Prome, whichsurrendered without resist- 
ance. 

In order to avoid the strong current 
we went up by the same cross stream, so 
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that I failed to see the remarkable groups 
of images cut in the rock, to which I have 
alluded. When returning, we kept to 
the main stream and passed within a few 
feet of the naked rock which here faces 
the north. There is one continuous line 
of images extending about half a mile, at 
an average height of twenty feet from 
the river at high water. Many shorter 
lines extend above and below the main 
one, and single ones are scattered over 
the whole wide surface. In most cases 
the images, with the recesses in which 
they are, are cut from the rock. The 
figures are of all sizes, from one or two 
feet in length to twenty feet. One 
recumbent Gaudama is at least twenty 
feet long. The sitting posture is the 
common one, but I observed al! the other 
attitudes which are classical with the 
Burmans. Many of them are gilded and 
evidently wrought with care; a few only 
are of marble. I noticed several succes- 
sive rows, of seven and nine in a row, 
which constitute a group—the central 
recess and image being the largest, and 
the others right and left being gradually 
smaller. 

Increasing splendor of idolatry 

northward, 

As we ascend the river, the monu- 
ments of superstition increase in num- 
ber, variety and magnificence. Just 
before we entered the nulla, we passed 
the ruined town of Senywa. Pagodas, 
monasteries and zayats, the latter with 
roofs of seven terraces surmounted by a 
gilded pagoda-like spire, crowd upon the 
banks, intermingled with palm trees and 
extensive gardens of fruit trees. The 
bank is here about twenty feet in height, 
with the ground rising from the shore. 

Afler passing up four or five miles, we 
came to the largest Gaudama I had then 
seen in Burmah. It is near a pagoda 
and guarded by two griffins, invaria- 
ble accompaniments of all the more 
costly religious structures of the coun- 
try. Adjoining are several smaller 
pagodas and a monastery. The image, 
judging from the neighboring palm trees, 
is about thirty-five feet in height, and 
occupies the sitting posture. It is of 
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brick, covered with a beautiful white 
stucco, which in this climate is uninjured 
by the weather, and has the appearance 
of polished marble. It is flanked by two 
immense buttresses of naked brick, 
which reach to the ears of the image. 
The latter fronts the nulla and overlooks 
the plain which separates it from the 
river. The site must command a fine 
view of the water, plain, town and jun- 
gle, and the distant Arracan hills on the 
west. 


Shway-doung, ‘‘the Oxford of 
Burmah.’’ 


Shortly after passing this image we 
again were in the main stream, and 
towards evening the long line of hills 
back of Shway-doung and extending up 
to Prome came in sight. The golden 
pagoda, which crowns the northern 
terminus of the range at the city of 
Prome, twelve or fifteen miles off, was 
glittering in the sun like fire upon the 
distant hill top. 

Shway-doung, of which we shall hear 
more in future years, for it will 
doubtless be the seat of the Prome Mis- 
sion, is one of the most remarkable 
places in the country, and has been 
called the Oxford of Burmah, in allusion 
to its being a noted seat of learning, and 
the head quarters of what, by an awkward 
reference to western ideas and terms, 
may be called the high-church Boodh- 
ism of Burmah. The present town is 
eight miles south of Prome, with which 
it is soon to be connected by a fine 
carriage road, which is completed for 
one third of the distance. The line of 
hills commencing at Prome, as it ex- 
tends south, retreats from the river, se 
that at Shway-doung it is separated 
from the town, which lies upon the bank, 
by a plain four or five miles in breadth. 
Over this plain, extending from the 
river back to the hills, are several 
parallel and apparently unbroken lines 
of pagodas, monasteries and zayats. 
The monasteries are residences of the 
priests and of their hundreds of pupils, 
who for the time being adopt the sacred 
yellow cloth. The zayats are for the 
temporary accommodation of pilgrims. 
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Nowhere else save at Prome—and 
there the number cannot be so great — 
have I seen such rude splendor in 
architecture. The great pagoda at Ran- 
goon has no rival in all Pegu, but the 
accompanying religious edifices, which 
strike the stranger with so much aston- 
ishment there, are much inferior in size 
and ornament to the sacred edifices of 
Prome and Shway-doung. 


An important mission field. 

Opposite the latter place is Pa-doung, 
from which, as I shall afterwards have 
occasion to notice more particularly, a 
military road is to be constructed across 
the mountains to the Arracan coast: 
Pa-doung contains at present about two 
thousand houses, Shway-doung at least a 
thousand more, and Prome is estimated 
to have not far from ten thousand, 
making in all, including three or four 
small villages in the immediate neighbor- 
hood, a population variously estimated 
at from 75,000 to 100,000. Each of the 
three towns is now garrisoned, and they 
will make three important centres for 
missionary labor, of easy and daily 
access through the entire year, which- 
ever point may be selected as the place 
of the missionaries’ residence. I shall 
hereafter speak more particularly of the 
advantages which Shway-doung offers 
as the centre of our operations in this 
district. 

The river at this point is three miles 
in breadth, but contracts rapidly as we 
approach Prome, being there hemmed in 
by hills on both sides. There are two 
islands near Shway-doung, one of 
which has a small village of fishermen. 
The otber has a much larger village, 
with fruit gardens and rice fields. I re- 
gretted that we were unable to land 
at either Shway-doung or Pa-doung. 
Going up, we passed near the latter 
place, and returning, kept near the left 
bank, which gave us a fine view of the 
town. At Prome, however, we had op- 
portunities for obtaining reliable infor- 
mation respecting the three places. 

Going up, the steamer forsook the left 
bank after Shway-doung”came in sight, 
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and passed to the opposite side of the 
river; but not until I had observed the 
general features of the country below 
the town. It was formerly much larger 
than it is at present, and extended 
several miles below that part which re- 
mains. Under the protection of the 
new government, if it does not regain its 
former limits, it will approach them. 
Below the town are extensive fruit gar- 
dens extending two or three miles. 
The river banks are not high, but the 
elevated plain of which I before spoke is 
sufficiently elevated in high water for 
comfort and health. 

Healthfulness of mission stations, 

comparative only. 

When I speak of the healthfulness of 
any place in this country, I do not speak 
absolutely, or with our American stand- 
ard in mind, but relatively, as com- 
pared with other inviting fields for mis- 
sionary labor within the tropics. The 
missionary who would make health a 


prime object must fail in his efforts to 
reach the people. The masses, the great 
|centres of these hundreds of millions of 
Asiatics, do not live in what, to an 
American or Englishman, are healthy 
|places. The man who would, with 
| Christ’s help, save this people, must not 
;count his life dear unto himself. This 
applies both to the selection of a field of 
labor, and in a measure also, to ques- 
tions as to sites for residence and expo- 
sure to discomforts. The good of the 
heathen is the main point. It is easy to 
live in this country, andto be a mis- 
sionary to the heathen, and yet to live 
so remote from them as to deprive one 
of the power of doing them good. Ilow- 
ever physically near, his social po-ition, 
his style of living in their eyes, however 
moderate and frugal in fact, place the 
missionary at a social distance from the 
people, which is only to be overcome by 
kindness, condescension, and labors of 
love. He should never add to these 
obstacles the almost insuperable one of 
a distant residence, which is either 
separated from the lowly huts of the 
people by his own broad acres, or is 
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pned >». some remote and salubrious 
hill. The sentiment which I believe 
prevails at home, and which certainly 
governs the policy of our Board, invites 
the frequent return of the missionary to 
his native land to recruit his wasted 
energies. It cheerfully justifies the 
large expense thus incurred. But this 
is because it is believed, and the belief 
is well. founded, that the faithful mis- 
sionary who gives himselt up to his ap- 
propriate work of preaching the gospel 
‘does not, while in the field, make the 
question of health a prime one,— that 
he is ready to lose his life, if need be, for 
the sake of Christ and the heathen. 

I do not think a residence in the East 
necessarily unfavorable to health and 
long life. I have met those who have 
resided in India forty years and who 
have never been at home, who exhibited 
all the marks of a vigorous old age. 
Engaged in secular pursuits, they can 
select their residences with no eye to the 
native population, and make everything 
to contribute to health and comfort. 
There are no toils in the school room 
‘throngh the long hot months, for the 
females, no constant labors in the zayat 
and from house to house for the men, no 
anxieties like those which press upon the 
faithful servants of Christ. 

While this is true, it is also true that it 
is our duty to seek, other things being 
equal, those places of labor which are 
least objectionable on the score of health. 
Of two adjoining towns, like Shway- 
doung and Prome, for example, it 
would be our duty to select the one 
which has the most to recommend it in 
this particular. 

Colossal Gaudamas — Pa-doung — 

Elephant brigade. 

But I have diverged from the line of 
my narrative. Before we left the shore 
below Shway-doung, I observed the 
remarkable image, or rather, images — 
for there are three visible — standing 
near the bank of the river. They are 
taller than the image of which I before 
spoke, by several feet. Each represents 
Gaudama preaching in the standing 
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position. It is probable that there is a 
fourth image which was hidden from our 
view on the river. They face the four 
points of the compass, and are separated 
from each other and defended on the 
right and left of each image by immense 
walls of brick, which rise above the heads 
of the figures and are united at the top. 
Each image is said to be forty feet in 
height, — of brick overlaid with the fine 
white stucco I before noticed. 

We crossed over to Pa-doung and pro- 
ceeded up the river. I thought it bore 
the appearance of more cleanliness ,than 
any town I had seen in Burmah. The 
natives crowded in great numbers down 
to the water’s edge to watch our progress. 
Beyond them were the sepoys, who 
hailed their fellows in our vessel, and on 
the banks above, English officers anxious 
for news from below. Just south of the 
town is a bridge, a mile or more in 
length, stretching back over the plain, 
and used in times of inundation; and 
above, a large grove freed from all jungle 
undergrowth, where I saw feeding a part 
of the “ elephant brigade,” which origin- 
ally consisted of 150 animals, brought by 
land to Prome over the Arracan moun- 
tains. 


Prome — English opinion of the 
Burman Mission. 

A short distance above Pa-doung our 
steamer cast anchor for the night. Early 
the next morning we reached Prome. 
In my next letter I hope to be able to 
tell you something respecting Prome and 
the country above as far as to Meaday, 
which latter place I had an opportunity 
— quite unexpected — of seeing, through 
the politeness of Captain T. E. Rogers, 
I. N., Superintendent of Marine on the 
Bengal and Madras establishment, an 
office which answers to that of Secretary 
of the Navy with us, or First Lord of the 
Admiralty in England. Captain Rogers 
was a fellow passenger with us, and on 
our arrival at Prome invited us to go up 
to Meaday in the Hon. Co.’s war steamer 
Medusa. 

The mention of his name recalls a con- 
versation the evening before our arrival 
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at Prome, which I here advert to, because 
it is an illustration of a class of opinions 
which I have often heard expressed by 
intelligent Englishmen who have visited 
Burmah, and who have learned, as they 
all do, something respecting our missions 
in this land. I may remark in passing, 
that Capt. Rogers has been in India since 
the close of the first war with Burmah 
(1826), and saw Mr. Judson at Amherst, 
soon after the death of his wife at that 
place. He spoke of the points of the 
Burmese character and life as showing 
their advantages for improvement over 
the Hindoo races, —a superior civiliza- 
tion, freedom from caste, the non-inter- 
ference of the priesthood, the pure char- 
acter of their literature,* the enfranchise- 
ment and equal social position of woman, 
and the sturdy independence of the 
people. The conversation then turned 
on the extension of the power of England 
in the East, and its connection with the 
future welfare of the races and nations 
over whom its equal rule extends. We 
spoke of the abolition of suttee, infanti- 
cide, and thuggism, as marking the spirit 
and aims of government of late years, 
and observed that Divine Providence 
must have some great and good ends to 
accomplish through the instrumentality 
of a power which is now firmly established 
and is daily extending. Abuses still ex- 
ist, but as the recent discussions on the 
renewal of the charter of the Company 
show, the whole policy and administration 
are open to the review, and amenable to 
the correction, of the most enlightened and 
Christian government in Europe. He 
acquiesced, but added: “Our motives, 
after all, are worldly. Our object is 
gain. The good done is incidental. 
The most wonderful thing I know of is 
the interest which Christians in your 
country have taken in Burmah for forty 


* Capt. Latter, in the preface to his Burman gram- 
mar, estimates their literature at 70,000 volumes, on 
history, poetry, and religion. He says that no impure 
passage has been found. Mr. Kincaid confirms this 
view, with the exception of one of the ethical 
treatises, for the priests only, which foflids many im- 
purities, which are described with an offensive par- 
ticularity. 
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years past. Their motives must be alto- 
gether disinterested.” 

The late war and the annexation of 
Pegu have lifted the veil which has so 
long concealed the missionaries and their 
converts, and for the first time the world 
has learned what our devoted brethren 
have been permitted to accomplish. They 
find scores of churches and thousands 
of disciples, raised out of heathenism 
by the foolishness of preaching. Among 
serious and liberal men who have been 
in Burmah on the public service, I have 
not seen one who did not speak approv- 
ingly of those measures of strictly evan- 
gelical policy which have given to our 
missions all their success, and which, 
however lightly esteemed by the wise 
and the disputer of this world, are the 
basis of all successful efforts in behalf of 
the heathen nations of the earth, our joy 
and rejoicing in view of the past, and our 
only safe guide for the future. We have 
one point to guard with unceasing vigi- 
lance, that we attempt not to be wise 
above what is written. Itis ours to preach ° 
the gospel directly to these people. Let 
us be faithful to our single work, and to 
Him whose unerring wisdom has ap- 
pointed it, and leave to God the bringing, 
in his own way and time, of whatever 
accompanying advantages his gracious 
plan enfolds. 


Insalubrity of Prome— Recent growth 
and improvements. 


A letter dated a month later continues the 
narrative. 

We reached Prome on the morning of 
Wednesday, Aug. 31, and went at once 
on shore. The entire day was devoted 
to an examination of the town and the 
suburbs, and I returned to our vessel at 
night more completely jaded than I 
remember to have been by any other 
single day’s work in the country. I find, 
since my return to Rangoon, that there 
were heavy rains at this place almost 
every day of my absence. Above Hen- 
thaday, however, we had no rains, except- 
ing an occasional shower at night. While 
the upper country is cooler in the 
dry season, the excessive heat is un- 
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relieved by the refreshing rains which 
fall in the delta during the summer 
months. Prome itself is more unfavora- 
bly situated in this respect than other 
places in its immediate neighborhood. 
The hills on both sides of the river 
obstruct the southerly winds and reflect 
the sun’s rays. At Shway-doung, on the 
other hand, the river widens almost into 
a lake, the hills retreat several miles from 
the shore, and the town has a fine ex- 
posure to the southwest monsoon. 

Prome is a walled town, surrounded 
by a wide moat which was dug in the 
time of Thurrawadi, and which has added 
to the insalubrity of the place. The 
wall is about twelve feet in height and 
thirty feet in width at the top, built of 
brick, and covered with earth and grass, 
and in some places with the huts of the 
poorest class. It has several “ gates,” 
which are nothing but openings in the 
wall. Since it has been in possession of 
the English it has increased in popula- 
tion. The entire area within the walls 
is now occupied, and the people are 
building without, above the north gate. 
Many improvements are in progress. 
The city has been surveyed and laid out 
into wide and convenient streets, the 
cheap houses of the natives being removed 
and rebuilt atsmallexpense. Mogul and 
Armenian merchants from Ava and 
Rangoon are erecting more substantial 
buildings of brick. The wall, or bund, 
which encircles the town, is being swept 
of its rubbish, the top levelled, and con- 
verted into a broad promenade. It will 
be fortified at the northwest corner, at a 
point which commands the passage of the 
river, and perhaps at other places. 

The pagoda hill. 

We landed just below the walls and 
moat of the city and directly opposite 
the great golden pagoda, which is about 
half a mile from the shore crowning the 
northern terminus of the hills running 
from Prome south, and commanding a 
fine view of the river, city, and the plain 
north and east. On the heights beyond 
the pagoda a large part of the troops are 
quartered. The sepoys are mostly in the 
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plain below. This is at present the head 
quarters of the army in Burmah. Owing 
to its insalubrity it will be abandoned as 
head quarters, although a small force 
willremain here. The governor general 
has appointed a commission to select a 
more eligible site, of which I shall again 
have occasion to speak. By a rule 
which holds good for all travellers on 
entering a town for the first time, to 
make their way in the first instance to 
any place which affords the widest view, 
and then to examine localities in detail 
afterward, we proceeded at once to the 
pagoda hill. A road, elevated several 
feet and paved with brick, extends in a 
direct line from the river to the foot of 
the hill and to the entrance of the western 
staircase which leads up to the pagoda. 
The road lies across portions of the wide 
moat of which I have spoken, and which 
is partly filled with stagnant water — the 
fruitful cause of the fever and dysentery 
which have proved so fatal not only to 
‘the English troops but to the sepoys 
stationed here. Of 500 “ Royal Irish,” 
200 have perished from these diseases 
alone. The evil is however greatly 
aggravated by the loose habits of living 
adopted by the men, and the free use of 
the poisonous arrack of the country. 
Numerous expensive and ornamental 
zayats line this road on either hand. 
They were originally built as acts of 
merit by wealthy families or individuals, 
and were intended for the accommodation 
of pilgrims and worshippers from the ad- 
joining towns. These buildings have 
until recently been occupied by the 
soldiers, the most of whom have removed 
to their new quarters on the heights. 
Spectacles of famine — Unwise 
taxation. 

Passing along this road, for the first 
time in my life, Isaw the horrid specta- 
cle of famine. The war, the failure of 
the rice crop, and the predatory assaults 
of dacoits, have done this. Thousands 
have flocked into and around Prome for 
protection and alms, and many perish 
daily from actual starvation. Near the 


foot of the hill we found about a thou- 
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sand of these unhappy creatures, old men, 
women and children, ranged in lines, to 
receive the morning portion of rice 
which is furnished by the generous con- 
tributions of the English officers. Many, 
however, perish, unreached by this 
charity. Government holds that it can do 
nothing directly for their relief. It does, 
however, multiply its public works, and 
thus furnishes employment for many 
who would otherwise be without any 
means of support. But this does not 
atone for the evils growing out of the 


too hasty imposition of a capitation and, 


land tax. This, upon a starving people, 
whose rice fields are destroyed, and 
whose property and lives are at the 
mercy of armed bands of robbers scattered 
over the whole country, from whom gov- 
ernment can at present afford its subjects 
no adequate protection, although origin- 
ating in good intentions, has proved to 
be an unwise policy. It should have 
been deferred until the country had 
become settled, — or, in other words, was 
conquered in fact as well as in name, 
and until labor and enterprise had begun 
to reap their fruits, and society had in a 
measure adjusted itself to the new politi- 
cal rule. 

Reaction against English rule—Rela- 

tions with Ava. 

As itis, this state of things tends to 
spread the disaffection which, without 
doubt, has begun to react against the 
good will with which, in the first instance, 
the English rule was accepted in ex- 
change for the irresponsible government 
which had so long oppressed the people. 
The evil is increased in other ways. The 
Christians come in and assure us that 
emissaries from Ava are abroad in every 
direction, who tell the people that the stay 
of the English will be short. Their ob- 
ject is money, and the king is about to pay 
them a large sum, with which they will 
consent to depart. Then those who 
aided them and entered their service 
will be punished. Thus to disappoint- 
ment are added the worst apprehensions 
respecting the future. An army of 
native subordinate officials, too safe from 
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the scrutiny of their masters, are prac- 
tising much of that petty tyranny and 
extortion, which always marked the Bur- 
man administration. The people, who 
have never dared to remonstrate in 
former days, and who cannot at once 
shake off their hereditary fear of the 
presence of authority, naturally shrink 
from the self-imposed duty of complaining 
to the commissioner or to his assistants, 
and even of testifying in their own favor 
when called upon. 
Thus the evil goes on. 
war is not yet. 


The end of this 
Government will be com- 
pelled ere long to retreat from the position 
that there is peace without a treaty 
— to break the Burman blockade of the 
Irrawadi at the boundary above Meaday, 
which alone prevents rice from flowing 
in abundance into Pegu,— and in all 
probability to strike an effective blow at 
the real cause of the most of the evils 
which its subjects in the lower provinces 
now suffer, the court of Ava. In con- 
versing with one of the commissioners 
appointed to select a new place for mili- 
tary head quarters, he spoke of the supe- 
rior advantages of a site in the immediate 
vicinity of Meaday. I remarked that it 
was too near the frontier for a central 
depot. “That is an objection now,” he 
replied, “ but it will not be an objection 
two years hence.” Such is the opinion I 
have uniformly heard expressed as to the 
probability of an early renewal of the 
war. The reasons for the opinion are 
those which I have given. I allude to 
this, and to other connected points, 
because I suppose they may prove of 
some service in laying plans for the 
establishment of missions. 


Wide prospect —Singular miasma, 

3ut I must return from this digression. 
We ascended, by brick steps under ter- 
raced roofs, to the area of the pagoda. 
The latter is gilded to the summit, and is 
about a hundred feet high. It is sur- 
rounded on all sides by courts, zayats 
and image houses almost without num- 
ber. At this point we had a fine view 
of the city and country. A wide plain 


extends north of the town. ‘The viewon 
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the west embraces a long line of fruit 
gardens, 220 in number, which formerly 
paid a tax to government. They have 
always, for some unknown cause, proved 
remarkably unhealthful. On inquiring 
of some intelligent Burmans whom we 
afterwards met, they said that no native 
of the town, unaccustomed to labor in the 
gardens, could remain there two days 
without having fever. For a stranger, 
though a native, to sleep there, is deemed 
certain death. I heard something of this 


peculiar miasma at Maulmain, from one of 


the native preachers who had been at 
Prome. ‘These opinions must have some 
foundation. What I now allude to, in 
connection with the stagnant waters of the 
moat before mentioned, doubtless explains 
the sickliness of the place. I ought, how- 
ever, to add that the town was deemed 
salubrious until after the moat was dug, a 
It will doubtless be 
drained, and the city of Prome may then 
become a desirable place for the resi- 
dence of But, for the 
reasons now alluded to, were there no 
others, the missionaries to this station 
should for the present reside at Shway- 
doung. 


few years since. 


missionaries. 


The pagoda— Heathen and Christian 
liberality. 

We descended through the covered 
stairway on the north side, which is the 
main entrance. The roof is a long suc- 
cession of terraces, richly ornamented 
without, with carvings and mythologi- 
bas-relief. It is sup- 
ported by pillars, some of which are 
carved and gilded, and encircled near 


eal figures in 


the base with the twelve signs of the 
zoliac. The ceiling within is orna- 
mented with carved gilt rosettes, and the 
sides illuminated with innumerable figures 
illustrating scenes in the life of Gaudama. 
The entrance at the foot of the hill is 
guarded by two griflins, about forty feet 
high, the one holding a bullock in his 
mouth, and the other crushing a tiger, 
each of the size of life. 

When we again stood upon the plain, 
and I looked back over the hills covered 
with sacred buildings and crowned with 
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the glittering pagoda, and glanced along 
the many-terraced roof, so strangely 
carved, with gilded spires and crimson 
vanes planted at every angle, I seemed 
to realize some fancy picture of barbaric 
splendor, — splendor without elegance. 
“ See,” said a Christian friend uncon- 
nected with the mission, with whom 
1 subsequently visited the same spot, 
“how these misguided people lavish 
their wealth in aid of their religion, 
while how hard it is to persuade Chris- 
tians that it is their duty to do anything, 
to make any sacrifices, in aid of the 
cause of their Redeemer, and to give 
these people the knowledge of the true 
God !” 

The pagoda at Prome has been com- 
pared with Shway Dagong, the pagoda 
at Rangoon. The latter, however, which 
is 366 feet above the terrace on which it 
rests, is much the largest. In most other 
respects it is inferior to the one at Prome. 
It has not the numerous statues, and 
figures in relief. Its covered staircases 
are not so finely and expensively wrought, 
nor on so large a scale. The entrances 
and zayats, which at Prome are crowned 
with seven stories, at Rangoon have but 
three. Altogether, the sacred hill of 
Prome affords a much better idea, cer- 
tainly at first view, of wealth and splen- 
dor in Burmanarchitecture. Sutill, there 
are parts of the group at Shway Dagong 


| superior to anything of the same kind at 


Prome, such as the two bells, the king’s 
hall of audience, Thurrawadi’s flag staff 
and the chamber which holds his bell. 


The town — Abject poverty — Priests. 

Leaving the hill we passed to the north 
side of the town, which we entered, and 
through which we returned to our vessel. 
This gave us a good idea of the interior 
of the town. Its population, including 
that without the walls, is about 50,000. 
Many of the people, however, are 
wretchedly poor. Before entering with- 
in the walls, we found numerous huts 
where the people were pounding in their 
rice mortars the dried wood of the palm 
tree for food. Ilere, and in the deserted 
zayats, we found many of the poor people 


7 


74 


who were perishing with the fever in- 
duced in so many cases by famine. 

At one place I found a number of 
priests, old men, who having been driven 
from their monasteries by the war, are 
now living in huts like the poorest of the 
people. The priests are usually very 
courteous and communicative, and always 
had received me with apparent pleasure. 
But in this instance, although I spoke to 
them kindly through an interpreter, they 
were evidently annoyed by my presence, 
and one man, whom I found sick on a 
mat, signified by impatient gestures that 
he wished me to depart. I was struck by 
this, and by the fact that so few priests 
were seen in the streets. Subsequently 
I learned from a variety of sources much 
that may perhaps explain some of the 
facts I allude to. 

The popular fait: shaken —The 
paramats. 

Owing to the war, and perhaps from 
causes which I have not learned, the 
popular faith of the country has received 
a shock. The pagodas are in many 
places almost deserted, and the priests go 
unfed. Many of the latter, from the 
mere necessity of the case, have cast off 
the yellow cloth that they may seek other 
means of subsistence. The conquerors 
of the country have everywhere regarded 
the monasteries as public property and 
have forcibly expelled their occupants, 
while the soldiers have shamefully rifled 
the pagodas in searching for treasure. 
It is remarkable with what apathy all 
this is regarded by the people, especially 
when it is remembered that these sacred 
places have always been respected in all 
their civil wars, and are usually un- 
touched by the most desperate among 
the robbers. There is a general feeling 
induced, as if the old religion had been 
broken down, — more especially in those 
parts of the country above Rangoon 
where little was previously known 
respecting the foreigners. Great num- 
bers have recently avowed themselves 
to be paramats, a class of freethinkers 
who abjure Boodhism. 

The founder of this sect, who was a re- 
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ligious teacher and philosopher, suffered 
martyrdom at Ava about fifty years since , 
Bow-dau-pi-y4, the great grandfather of 
the present king, was a convert to this 
teacher. He was at one time a bigoted 
Boodhist, and began the building of the 
great pagoda at Ava, which he abandoned 
on the occasion of renouncing the faith 
of his fathers. When he entered upon 
the examination of religious questions, he 
first required the Boodhist priests to read 
and to explain their sacred books in his 
presence. But his scruples were not 
removed. He then sent for the mussul- 
mans, and afterwards for the brahmins, 
and successively pronounced Boodhism, 
Hlindooism, and Mohammedanism unsat- 
isfactory. He then embraced the tenets 
of the paramats, whose leading doctrine 
is that there is one self-existing and eternal 
law of right, to which it is the duty of all 
men to conform, and in which alone 
resides the sum of man’s religious duty. 
This law is a perfect rule, and is known 
only by the voice of conscience which 
proclaims it. During the remainder of 
the reign of this king, Boodhism was 
proscribed and the temples forsaken. 
Many of the Christian disciples at Ava 
were from thissect, which, though small 
in numbers, has continued to exist. Now 
that Boodhism has apparently received a 
check, as the natural consequence of the 
political changes which have been effect- 
ed, multitudes avow themselves to be of 
this sect, in many cases, doubtless, with a 
very imperfect knowledge of the creed 
theyembrace. They relinquish the wor- 
ship of pagodas and images, cast off the 
rule and support of the Burman priest- 
hood, and at once, without further in- 
quiry, are ranked as paramats. 


The hour for action. 

The shock to the prevailing religion of 
which I have spoken is accidental, and 
will soon cease to be felt. It affords a 
present very favorable opportunity, not 
for those missionary measures which are 
slow in their plan and remote in the 
benefits they promise, but for the direct 
and open preaching of the gospel to the 
adult population. Unless the minds of 
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the people, now remarkably open, are 
soon instructed in the simple truths of 
Christianity, they will return to their 
former unquestioning faith in Boodhism, 
more unquestioning and more bigoted 
than before. Thus it has proved in the 
old British provinces of Burmah, where 
idolatry has now a stronger hold upon the 
public mind than it has in Pegu. The 
present is the hour for action. If we 
neglect the opportunity, either from the 
want of men to use it, or from want of 
faith in the preaching of the gospel as the 
sufjicient means for the conversion of 
Burmans equally with Karens, years 
must pass before we can regain the 
ground now open for us. 

The gospel preached in Prome — 

Encouraging tokens. 

We met, during our walk in Prome, 
the Christian disciple, Moung Dwey, 
Ile was baptized by Mr. Kincaid in 
Arracan about ten years since. Ile is 
not a preacher, but has been employed 
at Rangoon as a teacher of the children 
connected with the Christian families, 
and is now in the employ of the assistant 
commissioner at Prome on a salary of 
twenty-five rupees a month. Ile is 
learned in the Burman books, and in the 
Pali. Capt. Latter, the assistant com- 
missioner, spoke to us of him in high 
terms of approbation, and saif that he 
accepted his offer only on the condition 
that he might be allowed to spend a part 
of his time daily in giving religious 
instruction to his countrymen. We found 
that he had large gatherings of the 
people nightly at his house, to whom he 
is accustomed without opposition to read 
and to explain the Scriptures. Moung 
Dwey assured us of the readiness of the 
people to listen to the preaching of the 
gospel. Ile had recently come from 
Rangoon, and knew the state of religious 
inquiry in that city, and thought that 
there. was even greater encouragement 
connected with the state of the public 
mind at Prome. I believe that his opin- 
ion is well founded. I see no good reason 
why we should not expect the work of 
the Lord to advance among the Bur- 


Rangoon. — Letters of Mr. Granger. 


75 


mans, as it has formerly advanced among 
the Karens. I say this deliberately, as 
I must, for it involves a change in my 
opinions. I do not see why the same means 
should not be attended with essentially 
the same results in both cases. My ob- 
servations and inquiries for five months 
past in Burmah, respecting the causes of 
the different results in both cases, have 
wrought this change of views. What I 
have seen of the remarkable work of 
grace, which is now progressing in Ran- 
goon and its vicinity among the Burmans, 
has confirmed the opinion on this point 
which I expressed before leaving Maul- 
main. 

Mr. Kincaid brought with him to 
Prome, a disciple from Rangoon, a man of 
good education and sound judgment. He 
was several days in company with Moung 
Dwey, and spent the time in preaching 
to the people. He confirmed all which 
had been told us respecting the readiness 
of the people to receive religious in- 
struction, and the falling away from the 
old faith. I could give many other con- 
firmations of this view. 


Trip to Meaday. 


On returning to our vessel at night, 
we found an invitation from Capt. Rogers, 
of whom I have before spoken, to accom- 
pany him to Meaday in the war steamer 
“ Medusa,” which was to leave early the 
next morning, an unexpected opportunity 
which we did not hesitate to embrace. 

We were on board the Medusa before 
sunrise Thursday, Sept. 1st, and received 
a cordial greeting from Capt. Rogers and 
the commander, Mr. Frazer. Here we 
found the members of the commission 
appointed to select a place for military 
head quarters, consisting of Brigadier 
Ford, Major Frazer, of the Engineer 
corps, and Dr. Montgomery, at the head 
of the medical staff in the country. The 
latter confirmed all I had before heard 
respecting Prome. He said, “ The place 
at first seems inviting, both from the 
river and on ascending the banks. But 
we have experience and the testimony of 
the natives to show its unhealthiness. 


We can have no better proof.” 
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From Prome to Meaday, a distance of 
forty-eight miles, nearly every important 
town has been destroyed by the dacoits, 
who still hover about it, protected by the 
jungle and their knowledge of the creeks 
and nullas. Our progress up the river 
was slow, in consequence of the strength 
of the current, so that we did not reach 
Meaday until evening. 

Ka-nea and Tha-ret —Thrilling 
recollection. 

At eleven o'clock we were opposite 


Ka-néa, and in the afternoon passed | 


close to the shores of Tha-rét, both on 
the west side. 
of any size which remain. When the 
country becomes quiet, Ka-néa will be 
easily accessible from Prome. It is a 
large town, noted for its healthfulness, 
and may yet become an important 
station for a native preacher and the oc- 
casional visits of the missionary. At 
this point the high hills on the shore di- 
vide, leaving a plain nearly a mile in 
width, through which a nulla comes 
down from the west. Near the shore 
are the native houses, beyond which, on 
the same level, but nearly two miles 
back from the river, are seen the tops 
of a large cluster of pagodas, zayats and 
tall fruit treets, to which more sacred 
retreat the native town doubtless ex- 
tends. On the sides of hills near the 


shore I counted thirty-three pagodas. | 


Tha-rét is also on the right bank, com- 
mencing about four miles below Mea- 
day. It was formerly several miles in 
extent, but has been wasted by the war, 
famine and dacoity. Still, several thou- 
sand inhabitants are found at the place. 


Many at home must remember the 
thrilling account given by Mr. Kincaid 
in Philadelphia, in 1844, at the annual 
meeting of the American and Foreign 
Bible Society, of his interview at this 
place with an old man, who, hearing that 
a white “teacher” had anchored for the 
night at the place, sent messengers to 
him to ask for Christian books. It was 
late when they arrived, and wading in 
the water to the spot where his boat 
was anchored, they roused the mission- 
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ary from his slumbers with the strange 
ery, “Teacher! teacher! have you got 
the Gospel according to John?” * We 
passed near the spot and I again listened 
to the recital of the scenes of that event- 
ful night. Subsequently one Burman 
| was baptized at this place, I think by 
Mr. Brown, now of Assam. I am not 
aware that any other missionary visits 
|have been paid to this distant place, 
which will hereafter be an inviting and 
accessible point. 

Meaday — A populous and inviting 

mission field. 

We reached Meaday at seven, P. M., 
having accomplished the voyage from 
Prome in fourteen hours. With the ex- 
ception of the two places I have named, 
the country seems forsaken of inhabi- 
tants in comparison with that below 
Prome. There were visible, however, 
the marks of numerous towns which will 
be rebuilt after these troublous times are 
past. Numerous pagodas on both sides, 
often in groups of ten or more, stand 
like watch towers within signalizing dis- 
tance the whole way. So frequent are 
these lofty structures that it would seem 
to be easy to erect telegraphic signals on 
them to commufiicate at once between 
Rangoon and Ava. 

The Meaday of which we speak now, 
and whigh is occupied by the English 
forces, is three or four miles above the 
principal pagodas near the centre of 
what was formerly the main town. Mea- 
day north was a Burman fortress. In 
consequence of a bend in the shore it 
commands the whole river, facing. the 
| south, like Rangoon. 


The site of the former town is re- 
;markably good. The banks high 
water rise about six feet from the river, 
/with a gradual ascent from the shore 
and a fine exposure to the southwest 
"monsoon. 


at 


This location was particularly 


| #Mr. Kineaid remarked to me, that during his 
| long residence in Burmah this was the only instance 
| that had come under his personal notice, of a hope- 


ful spirit of religious inquiry awakened by the 
| perusal of our religious books unaccompanied by 
| the preaching of the gospel. Whether in this case 
! ic ended in the man’s conversion is unknown 
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examined by the commissioners, the day 
succeeding our arrival, and their favor- 
able judgment I have already intimated. 
Nothing defiaite can be known until 
their final decision has been reported to 
government. Itis altogether probable, 
however, that this will become the cen- 
tre of British power in the annexed 
provinces. The effect of this will be to 
encourage the native population to come 
in. Tha-rét, on the opposite shore, will 
regain its former population. With 
Meaday, Sen-ding-goop, and other towns 
in the neighborhood, it will become 
what Prome is now, a most important 
centre for missionary operations. In- 
cluding Henthaday, there will then be 
on the Irrawadi, above the delta, four 
important centres at distances of about 
fity miles, each with an 
population of from 50,000 to 150,000: 
namely, Henthaday, Kyan-Khan, Prome 
and Meaday. With the exception of the 
latter place they could all be occupied 
to-day, had we the men to send there. 
Each would have a Burmese population, 
ator near the station, greater than is 
accessible at any one of our stations in 


immediate 


the old provinces, and quite equal to the 
entire Burmese population in the Tavoy 
At least an equal number 
could be found in the villages twenty- 
five mi'es in each direction north and 
south, which can be reached at all sea- 
These are of course 
only general estimates, so far as dis- 
tances are concerned, but they are a 
near approach to the true statement. 
The other figures are moderate. Many 
would much increase them. I leave out 
‘of view, also, the numerous towns and 
Surmese and 


province. 


sons of the year. 


villages in the interior, 

Karen. —In these brief statements you 

have what I think isan unexaggerated 

view of the extent of a most important 

section of the new field now open to us. 
A state of siege. 

Meaday is at present infested by da- 
coits. No officer goes out of the fort 
without a guard. No private ventures 
alone a mile from the stockade without 


Rangoon. — Letters of Mr. Granger. 


jungle and decapitated. Under 


77 


pointed out to me, not half a mile 
from the colonel’s quarters, where but a 
few days before, an English soldier 
having incautiously exposed himself, was 
set upon by some Burmans from the 
the 
protection of the guns, a few Burmese 
families live without the stockade, where 
is a small bazar, for the troops mainly. 
Of course this is no place for a mission- 
ary as things now are. He would be 
shut up within the fort, and could not 
even reach Tha-rét, the only adjoining 
town, with safety. 
Thus, for a distance of 150 miles, from 
ITenthaday to Meaday, the most popu- 
lous section of Pegu, the whole country, 
with the exception of the few fortified 
posts I have named, is in the hands of 
this secret but active foe. The people 
are perishing, exposed to constant as- 
saults. Agriculture is suspended, and 
famine comes to the aid of the sword. 
The British forces are unable to extend 
protection against an enemy which seems 
almost ubiquitous, and which, without 
being exposed to their guns, effectually 
shuts up the troops in their garrisons. 
It was too late to go on shore that 
evening. Col. Apthorp, commanding at 
the station, came on board and gave us 
much of the information I have noted 
above. During the day firing had been 
heard in different directions, and the 
dawk, an armed boat which had pre- 
ceded us from rome, had been attacked. 
Ilere are 900 troops, doing, so far as 1 
could learn, absolutely nothing, — un- 
able to reach the enemy or to protect 
the country. 

An invalid—Practical suggestion. 

The next morning, Sept. 2, I went on 
shore in company with Capt. Rogers, 
and visited all parts of the town, calling 
in the first place at Capt. Apthorp’s 
quarters. I was happy to find a young 
friend, my room mate from Suez to Ma- 
dras, who came out as a cadet and found 
his regiment at this distant place. He 
came out, a mere lad, from the gentle 
associations of a good English family, 


danger of losing his head. The spot was 


quite ignorant of the realities of a sol- 
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dier’s life in Burmah, and altogether too 
delicate for the service and the climate. 
I found him sadly changed, from three 
attacks of fever since landing at Ran- 
goon in March last. Speaking of this 
case, Col. Apthorp remarked to me that 
no reliance can be placed on any Euro- 
pean who has once had the peculiar 
fever of the country. Attack succeeds 
attack, and the service gains nothing by 
retaining him, after a recovery on the 
ground. A short sea-voyage is deemed 
the only adequate cure. This agrees 
with opinions I heard expressed by phy- 
sicians in Maulmain. The poison of the 
disease is only eradicated by a sea expo- 
sure, and a short voyage usually is found 
sufficient. 

These opinions are generally held by 
medical men. I think it would be wise 
in us to act upon them. Missionaries 
are liable to fever, and after one attack 
are encouraged to return at once to their 
work, but only, in instances which I 
could name, to be gradually weakened by 
successive sicknesses, until with broken 
constitutions they are compelled to leave 
for America. The greater expense 
would be avoided, and valuable lives 
saved, if, after the first attack, a short 
voyage were made, for example, from 
Maulmain to Tavoy or Mergui, or from 
either of these places to Arracan, An 
incidental advantage would be the op- 
portunity thus afforded to a missionary 
to compare the modes of labor at two or 
more stations. 


BASSEIN. 
LETTER FROM MR. BEECHER. 


Karen anniversaries’? — Ministerial 
conference. 

The following account of the “anniversary 
week”’ of our Karen brethren in the Bassein 
mission was written, as will beseen, at Ran- 
goon, in a visit of Mr. Beecher to that 
place. 

Rangoon, Sept. 18, 1853.—I have much 
pleasure in sending you an account of 
the Ministerial Conference and meeting 
of the Home Missionary Society, which 
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was held at Bassein just before we left 
for this place. The meeting commenced 
on the morning of the 3d inst., and closed 
on the morning of the 6th. It was a 
season of deep interest to ourselves, and 
we have never seen the Karens enter 
more heartily upon any enterprise than 
they did upon the great objects of the 
meetings. 

There were present about forty native 
preachers, a good number of delegates, 
and on one occasion a congregation of 
about 500. 

The first half day of the conference 
was spent in devotional exercises. The 
remainder of the day and evening in 
listening to verbal reports of the native 
preachers, of their labors for the past six 
months, or since the last meeting of the 
association. 

The object in requiring these reports, 
was to learn definitely from each their 
views of their responsibilities and duties, 
as pastors and preachers of the gospel, — 
the manner in which they spent their 
time, and the standard of discipline 
which they endeavored to maintain in 
their churches. 

The facts which were brought out in 
these reports afforded us the very best 
opportunities for correcting what was 
erroneous, — encouraging and promoting 
what was right, and suggesting what was 
defivient. While these reports showed 
that some of these pastors have very in- 
adequate views of their high calling, 
others again afforded us the highest 
gratification by the evidence given, that 
they have a just sense of the sacredness 
and solemn responsibilities of those into 
whose hands are committed the interests 
of immortal souls. So in regard to 
church discipline; some of the pastors 
had been negligent, while others, and the 
larger portion, had endeavored to follow 
the Scripture standard in promoting 
the purity of their flocks. All who were 
present seemed highly pleased with the 
plan for the pastors thus meeting in con- 
ference, and after the subject had been 
fully discussed, voted unanimously to 
meet hereafter once in three months, 
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though twice in the year the conference 
will be held at the same time and place 
with other meetings. 

We hope that these meetings, by 
affording us frequent opportunities for 
inquiring after the labors and progress 
of the native preachers, — frequent 
opportunities for praying with them, in- 
structing and exhorting them, will tend 
greatly to increase their love for Christ 
and for each other, as well as to greatly 
increase their efficiency; and it will 
certainly enable us to improve our time 
to much better advantage than we have 
hitherto been able to do. 


Home Mission Society. 


The meeting of the Home Missionary 
Society, after being opened with appro- 
priate devotional exercises, was occupied 
for the first half-day in listening to the 
reports of the labors of some of the mis- 
sionaries, who had been sent out the past 
season. Nearly all of them had been 
into fields that seemed white for the 
harvest, and many who had listened to 
their preaching were pressing into the 
kingdom of Christ. The manner in 
which they had been received and 
their instructions listened to, is worthy 
of particular notice. Two young men 
who are candidates for the ministry, 
Quebeh and Thahpah, on arriving in the 
District of Laymyenah— about three 
days north of Bassein, found that the 
children of some of the villages were 
anxious to learn to read their own lan- 
guage, and though their parents were 
somewhat averse to it, yet gave their 
consent. One of these young men com- 
menced teaching these children, while 
the other visited and preached in the 
neighboring villages. ‘The children were 
taught, as the first and great thing, the 
story of Jesus, and their duty to believe 
on and worship him. They did soon 
believe, and wished their parents to 
worship as the new religion taught them ; 
but were told to wait tilk next year, as 
they (their parents) were not ready yet. 
The children then told their teacher, 
“Come to us next year and teach us 
again, and if our parents still wish to 
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worship the nats, they may do so, but 
we shall worship God.” Soon after these 
young men returned from that district, a 
Karen family that they had visited pro- 
fessed conversion to Christianity. 

The Society was reorganized by the 
election of officers from their own num- 
ber. More than 230 rupees were col- 
lected at the meeting, being wholly the 
contribution of the churches, and that in 
a year when the scarcity of rice almost 
amounts to a famine. Four mission- 
aries were appointed for the next six 
months, and others will be appointed as 
soon as the season will favor their travel- 
ling in the jungles. 


—— 


BASSAS. 
LETTER FROM MR. SHERMER. 
The mission broken by death. 


The African mission has been again sorely 
dealt with. Two of its members have fallen 
asleep, and a third is taken from them. 
Mr. Shermer’s letter is dated 

London, Eng., Jan. 13, 1854.— You 
are doubtless surprised at receiving a 
note from me, so far remote from the 
scene of my labors. Indeed it is as 
much a matter of surprise to myself, not 
only that I am here in this great metropo- 
lis, but that I am even in life. 

In my last I informed you of the sick- 
ness of the mission family. At that time we 
hardly knew who would be the first to 
die, but thought probably sister Crocker 
would be the one; but God, whose ways 
are inscrutable, saw proper to call home 
my beloved wife first, though apparently 
the healthiest of us all. After she had 
partially recovered from the fever and 
was pronounced out of danger, she was 
taken with the dysentery, so fatal to the 
European constitution in Africa. 


Her condition, combined with the 
character of her medical treatment, ren- 
dered her very miserable and weak, so 
that after all stimulants failed to raise 
her, she sunk from sheer debility. 

I was suffering from the same com- 
plaint at the time, and my death was 
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looked for every hour, but my time had 
not yet come. The privilege of follow- 
ing my wife to the grave was denied me, 
and indeed I saw the place where they 
laid her but once, and then had to be 
borne to it by some of the brethren; yet 
I feel thankful that I was able to be 
present when she breathed her last, and 
gave in her testimony to the truth and 
preciousness of religion. For several 
weeks before her death she seemed to be 
drinking largely from the wells of salva- 
tion, and ripening fast for heaven, and 
when the summons came she seemed to 
be in readiness to go. 

She loved the work in which she was 
engaged. The scholars loved her, and 
feel her loss equally as much as the rest 
of us. They cry for mammy, and ask 
me if she won't soon come back, and love 
them again as she used to do; referring 
no doubt to the manner of putting her 
arms around them, when she led them into 
her room to commend them to, and seek 
upon them, God’s blessing. But she has 
gone to her rest, never to return, and 
we are left tomourn. The dispensations 
of God are often severe, and especially 
is it so to be bereft of the wife of one’s 
youth ; but I must say, God is good and 
righteous in all his dispensations, and 
has graciously sustained me. I mourn 
for our mission, for no one is left to take 
charge of the female department; sister 
Goodman from domestic cares being un- 
able to give her undivided attention to 
it. 

About six weeks after the death of my 
wife it was apparent I was sinking daily, 
for, in addition to general debility, I was 
seized with a cardiac affection which 
endangered my life, and rendered it 
more precarious every moment I re- 
mained in the tropics. The-doctors told 
me there was a possibility that, if I left 
at once, and got into a northern, bracing 
climate, I might recover, but that I never 
could live in the tropics with disease of 
the heart was certain. This came to me 
like a thunder clap, for I entertained 
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fond hopes of recovery, and had laid my 
plans for usefulness among the poor 
Bassas, and hoped for many years and a 
long life in Africa. I resolved to con- 
sult the physician in Monrovia. He 
also gave it as his opinion thut it was a 
cardiac affection produced by general de- 
bility and over exertion. 

The members of the mission advised me 
at once to return, if there were any pos- 
sibility of saving my life, and to take 
the first steamer to England, as no 
American vessel would sail under three 
months. Sr. Crocker had already 
determined to go via England, and, after 
much hesitation and prayer, I came 
to the conclusion I would go with 
her. The thought of leaving was truly 
painful, but I was enabled to take leave 
of the dear mission, in whose interest my 
soul was wrapped up, and for whose sal- 
vation I would willingly have spent my 
life. The thought of lying by, unable to 
do anything, and being an expense to the 
Board, was not endurable; and with 
these feelings I left the mission in com- 
pany with sr. C. on the 28th of October 
last. We went to Monrovia to await the 
steamer, — here I was again attacked 
with fever, and lay dangerously ill for 
several weeks. After reaching Monrovia, 
sr. C. was taken with the remittent form 
of fever, and died on the 25d of Novem- 
ber, just two months after Mrs. Shermer’s 
death, and was buried beside her hus- 
band. So that I was left to pursue my 
After remaining there 
about six weeks, I took passage in the 
steamer “ Forerunner” to Plymouth, — 
thence to London, and if possible shall 
embark next week in a sailing vessel for 
America. My health has somewhat im- 
proved, but in consequence of heavy 
seas, after leaving the tropics, the ship 
was constantly deluged with water, and 
we, sleeping or waking, were wet and 
damp for nine or ten days. This has 
thrown me back, and obliged me to 
remain here awhile, until I can recover 
a little strength to complete my journey 
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Great mortality among African 
missionaries. 

This will account for my addressing 
you from this place. I learned from 
Bishop Payne, of Cape Palmas, that 
during the past twelve months, six mis- 
sionaries of different denominations have 
died, and eight have been and are 
obliged to return to America. All these 
went out within the past year. This is 
indeed a fearful mortality among African 
missionaries. Yet God has a_ people 
there, and if the white man cannot live 
to evangelize them, he can and will raise 
up other agencies. Educated colored 
men, in all probability, must and will be 
the only instrumentality employed in the 
conversion of Africa. 

But I must close, hoping soon to see 
you, and explain more fully things con- 
nected with the beloved mirsion at 
Bexley. 


FRANCE. 
LETTER FROM MR, WILLARD. 
Appeal to the Emperor for toleration. 

The following facts will be read with 
interest, but it is obviously premature to 
indulge in any definite anticipations of good 
to flow from them. 

Paris, Dee. 13, 1853.—In October 
circumstances rendered it favorable for 
our brethren* to wait on the Emperor 
by a deputation. The Emperor was at 
Compitzne. A deputation of ten or 
twelve persons, among whom was the 
grave and venerable patriarch Hersigny, 
requested an audience of his majesty, 
and were received on Sunday, the 16th 
of October. They were permitted to 
read their petition in the imperial pres- 
ence, which was listened to attentively, 
and the Emperor declared himself a 
lover of liberty of worship, and handed 
the petition to the minister of worship. 
A day or two after, Mr. Lepoids obtained 
an audience of said minister, who re- 
ceived him politely, and expressed him- 
self pleased with the interview. As yet 

* Of the Department de Il’ Aisne. 
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nothing has resulted from the visit of 
this deputation, and as nearly two months 
have elapsed since its reception, I hope 
for nothing. Indeed the probability is 
that the minister is decided not do any 
thing in favor of the persecuted Baptists. 
At present there seems to be no hope of 
favor fromman. Our brethren obtained 
from the mayors of their respective 
places of residence, certificates of good 
conduct and good morals,— perfectly 
and entirely exonerating them from the 
charge set forth in the prefectorial decree, 
as a reason fur shutting their places of 
worship. Yet all this is of no avail. If 
there were fifty or sixty thousand of the 
Baptists, it might-be thought necessary to 
grant them some privileges ; but they are _ 
so few in number, that it is no doubt con- 
sidered politic to crush them atonce. Con- 
science is of no account in this country ; 
— political power is the great desidera- 
tum of all parties, even of the sect of 
levellers, or communists, who are at least 
as great tyrantsasany others. All things 
are contemplated through this medium, 
and made to bend tothe distorted or un- 
just views thus obtained. Of course, all 
sorts of organizations, not absolutely in 
their most intimate management at the 
control of the dominant power, are ne- 
cessarily looked upon with jealousy, and 
their destruction sought. No worship is 
so pure and heavenly, that it would not 
be sacrifived to the considerations named 
above. It is not strange that this should 
be so, — for, as the Catholic religion is 
ever and in all countries an aspirant for 
political power and influence, of course it 
is natural to suspect all others. Yet a 
slight inspection of facts would show that 
Protestant denominations are not, in this 
country at least, political cabals. It 
would be diflicult to say to how great an 
extent the conduct of the present gov- 
ernment is influenced by the papal clergy, 
or to what extent it would show itself in- 
tolerant and unjust to Protestants, to 
please or conciliate that clergy; but it is 
greatly to be feared that this element is 
not wanting. Upon the demand of the 
clergy, Protestant schools are closed, 
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chapels are shut, and even the pastors of 
the national, salaried, and of course gov- 
ernmental churches, are in some instances 
prosecuted, for holding meetings in places 
where no house of worship is established 
by government, and often the declaration 
is made that there are no Protestants in 
the communes, when those who exist 
happen to be neophytes, or of not long 
standing. 

Gross violation of justice, and of 

humanity. 

In one case the grossest violation of 
justice has been committed of late. It 
was in the village of Chelles, Depart- 
ment del’Oise. There was one baptized 
brother in that village, and other persons 
listened to the gospel with pleasure, 
Catholics to be sure, but serious persons 
who became interested in their souls’ sal- 
vation. One of them, named Andru, 
died in the month of September, hoping 
in God’s mercy through the mediation 
of Jesus. Two of the baptized brethren, 
a pastor and an evangelist, at the sum- 
mons of the relatives of the deceased, 
repaired to the place to inter him. 
Owing to the opposition of the curé of 
the village, it was near night before the 
interment could take place. It is need- 
less to relate the disgraceful conduct of 
the curé ; let it suffice to say that a piece 
of earth for the grave was purchased by 
the friends of the deceased, and the yse 
of it unmolested for fifteen years paid for, 
at the price fixed in such case by the 
Préfet of the Department. The popula- 
tion of the village, entirely Catholic ex- 
cept this family, was extremely indignant 
at the conduct of their curé, and express- 
ed their indignation in no very measured 
terms. The account which follows I 
translate verbatim from the Archives du 
Christianisme, having been communicated 
to the Espérance by Mr. Castel, national 
pastor, the national churches having 
thought the affair sufficiently grave to 
undertake to obtain justice. 

“The Presbyteral Counvil of the 
church of Ageux to the members of the 
Consistory of the Reformed Church of 
Paris, —Les Ageux, 20th Oct. 1853. 
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“Gentlemen: — An attack of the 
grossest character has just been made 
upon our rights, and upon the equal- 
ity of worship in the Department de 
l’Oise. 

“ A Protestant of the most honorable 
standing having died at Chelles, arron- 
dissement of Compiegne, was buried, as 
the law prescribes, in the common and 
only cemetery; the family of the de- 
ceased having even acquired a concession 
for fifteen years, at the price fixed by 
the Préfet of the Department. The in- 
humation was effected with the greatest 
order and seriousness. The Mayor, a 
very great part of the members of the 
municipal council, and almost the entire 
population of Chelles, all Catholics, who 
were present, testified loudly, by their 
presence and their words, to the consid- 
eration and esteem which our co-reli- 
gionist enjoyed. 


of Mr. Willard. 


The sanctity of the grave violated. 

“ Three weeks after, and when noth- 
ing caused any one to foresee or suspect 
sucha measure, the Mayor of Chelles re- 
ceived from the Sous-Préfet of Compitgne 
the order to have the body of Mr. Andru, 
Protestant, immediately exhumed from 
the Catholic cemetery, and to have it 
buried in the place reserved for Protes- 
tants; and this place reserved for the 
Protestants was, in the opinion and in- 
tention of the Sous-Préfet, the place 
where children dying without Laptism, 
persons killed in duels, executed crimi- 
nals, and suicides, were put. This furc- 
tionary expressed himself before the 
pastor, Mr. Castel, in a manner to leave 
no doubt, no uncertainty in this respect ; 
he repeated twice that that infamous 
place was the enly one where the Protes- 
tants of Chelles could be interred, there 
being in a cemetery but one place, blessed 
and reserved exclusively for those of the 
apostolical and Roman Catholic religion. 

“According to the order of the Sous- 
Préfet, the Mayor of Chelles set imme- 
diately about the disinterring the body 
of Mr. Andru, and, with the setting in of 
night, and that too, one of the darkest 
and most tempestuous, in torrents of rain 
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which continued without interruption till 
the next morning, and in presence of a 
great number of the Catholic inhabitants, 
whose indignation was poured forth in 
words, and was near breaking out in acts, 
they began the grave; and this work of 
darkness could only be continued and 
finished with a great supply of brandy. 
They hastened to finish it; they were but 
too much interested to do so, for they 
were not ignorant that several Catholic 
inhabitants of Chelles had loudly mani- 
fested the intention of repairing to the 
cemetery, and of filling up the new grave 
as soon as it should be done. 

“At 7 o'clock in the morning, all 
being ready, they proceeded with the 
greatest secrecy, to disinter the Protes- 

_ tant, and he was dragged like a swine,— 
pardon us the expression, but it was thus 
that the indignant Catholics of Chelles 
uttered themselves. Such was the re- 
spect with which they conducted our co- 
religionist from one grave to another. 
He was indeed laid at some distance from 
the infamous place; he was not indeed 
thrown into the highway, but he was 
interred in it, in a place wholly without 
the cemetery. The place where the re- 
mains of Mr. Andru repose, being only 
two metres wide between the wall and the 
church, serves as a passage for the proces- 
sion every time that one is made round the 
church, which happens pretty frequently, 
and which must have happened since the 
disinterment, sinve the place where Mr. 
Andru was laid is already no longer 
known, and the soil is entirely levelled. 
The grave having remained several days 
without being filled up, the corpse remain- 
ed in it also several days covered with 
scarcely a foot of earth ; and as if so many 
outrages were not enough, it seems that 
it was intended to add derision thereto. 

Insult added to injury. 

“A bill for the disinterment was pre- 
sented to the son of Mr. Andru, drawn 
up as follows: 

For disinterring: ++-++++++ 8 fs. 

For interring 


For 4 bearers (they should have put it 4 
drawers) at 10 fs. — each 
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“So that if the family of the dishonored 
is compelled to pay this bill, it will have 
paid two interments and their graves, and 
what would be more odious and more in- 
credible still, it would have paid the cost 
of the dishonor that was intended to be 
fixed on it, and on one of its members. 
That nothing might be wanting to the out- 
rage against the Protestant, and against 
Protestantism, that this outrage might be 
entire, complete, the cemetery was, last 
Sunday, reblessed solemnly and with a 
procession. Without doubt the processions 
in going round the church, passed once 
more wholly over the grave of the Protes- 
tant; and, as if to show to the inhabitants 
of Chelles that the Protestants were so 
tainted, that a simple curé did not possess 
a sufliciently powerful purifying virtue 
against such contamination, a prebendary 
of Noyon, delegated for this purpose by 
the ecclesiastical authority, repaired to 
Chelles, expressly to perform himself this 
benediction or purification. 

“In presence of such enormities, which 
the authority tolerates and authorizes in 
a certain measure, Protestants are alarm- 
ed by their recollections; and they ask 
themselves if their Edict of Nantes is yet 
once more revoked, and if yet again 
Protestants are put without the law. 


“It is to you, gentlemen, that it belongs 
to take measures for quieting these 
alarms; it falls to you in a particular 
manner to perform the duty of protesting 
against such unjustifiable acts, and to cry 
aloud in favor of the rights of conscience 
unworthily outraged, and to claim those 
rights unworthily disregarded and trod- 
den under foot: it belongs to you to 
address to the superior authority doubt- 
less respectful, but energetic and firm, 
language. You will know how to accom- 
plish this imperative and sacred duty, 
and, joining the presbyteral council of 
Ageux, you will demand of the Minister 
of Worship, that the body of Mr. Andru 
be again exhumed, and conducted by a 
pastor to an honorable place in the 
cemetery of Chelles. The outrage was 
public, the reparation must be public. — 

“ Receive, gentlemen,” &c. 
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Whether this barbarity will go unre- 
buked by the government, and this out- 
rage and insult to all Protestants will 
remain unpunished, is yet to be seen. 
Nothing has yet transpired to encourage 
the expectation that justice will be exe- 
cuted. This is indeed a sad state of 
things, and gives a dark picture of a 
country which boasts of being the “ cen- 
tre of civilization.” Alas! a civilization 
inferior to that of the Turks. 

No doubt this is permitted for wise 
reasons, though hidden from us and 
from all men. Let Christians pray much, 
for these are evil times. In a land like 
yours, where perfect freedom to worship 
God is enjoyed, it is difficult, if not im- 
possible, to form an idea of the position 
of the friends of God here. 


GERMANY. 

LETTER FROM MR. KOBNER. 
Chapel at Barmen—Striking secession 
from the state church. 

The following letters exhibit proof that 
the work in the Wapperthal (see Magazine, 
last vol., pp. 13,62, 347,) is making progress. 

Barmen, Oct. 13, 1853.— The church 
at Elberfeld and Barmen will, on the 1st 
of May, be deprived of its present place 
of worship, and it is not likely that it will 
be possible to find another one; the vig- 
orous exertions of the clergymen will 
prevent that. Thus there is nothing left 
for us to do but to build a chapel, and to 
look for help. We have two brethren 
here who can do something towards that 
aim, and doubtless will do all within their 
power, yet are not able to effect the en- 
terprise without a promise of help. 

The waves of spiritual movement, for 
some time more at peace, are now 
stirred up again by the here well known 
standing and powerful preaching of the 
Rev. Mr. Ribbeck, a clergyman of the 
Reformed Church at Elberfeld. For 
having called the national church “the 
so-called church” (die sogennante Kirche) 
in a treatise, but especially for having 
denied the validity of infant baptism and 
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pointed for the church by the civil pow- 
ers, the consistory at Coblenz has now 
in strong terms declared him incapable 
of being a pastor in the Prussian national 
church, and has only as an act of mercy 
for a time allowed him to preach under 
the vigilant inspection of the superinten- 
dent, who has called in the four pastors 
of the church for help to perform this in- 
spection, but has been answered by one 
of them in these terms: “Ido not wish 
to be a spy of the consistory.” 

Mr. Ribbeck, who has always filled the 
church with attentive hearers, far more 
than the other clergymen at Elberfeld, 
preached until this moment to multitudes, 
not only in the church but also in the 
aula of the gymnasium, and in another 
school-room, where the mass of the peo- 
ple anxious to gain admission broke the 
iron balustrade of the staircase. One 
evening he publicly in a powerful ser- 
mon declared the doctrine of baptismal 
regeneration to be an invention of Satan. 
Ile seems indeed to have adopted Bap- 
tist principles, and one of his nearest 
friends, a very liberal clergyman from 
the country, told me that Mr. Ribbeck 
would soon renounce his oflice. He is 
now on a tour to Berlin and Hamburg, 
furnished by me with letters to brn. Leh- 
mann, Schauffler and Braun. May the 
Lord Jesus lead forward this faithful ser- 
vant. I never saw a Christian more 
warm-hearted, zealous and conscientious, 
than he. His labors have hitherto contin- 
ually been crowned by numerous conver- 
sions, and he has borne a great measure of 
reproach for Christ's sake. Lately his en. 
emies have made several attempts to do 
him bodily injury, but were prevented. 


A small but efficient church. 
Our small church (26 members) is in 
a good condition, and the place of wor- 
ship is now well attended on the Lord's 
day and in the week. Five candidates 
for baptism are to be examined in the 
next church meeting; one other has been 
postponed, and two, baptized at an earlier 
period, but hitherto without connection 
with the church, wish to join it. Eight 


the authority of ecclesiastical officers ap- 
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commenced an interesting station, where 
much reproach is to be endured, but 
where the Lord already has blessed his 
word to awaken one of the most intelli- 
gent men of the small town. We have 
also commenced a Sunday school with 
good success, notwithstanding the clergy 
in that part of Barmen where I live have 
by a messenger warned the families, who 
have sent us their children. As soon as 
one of the clergymen (a believer) per- 
ceived that we had commenced the school 
he also began one; so the Baptists are a 
blessing for the national church, though 
a blessing not prayed for. 
Conference at Heilbronn. 

From my tour to Wiirtemberg I ar- 
rived here on the 16th of September. Our 
conference at I[eilbronn was blessed with 
oneness of spirit and uniting love. Every 
one rejoiced in the faithfulness of Him, 
who had preserved the old delightful 
bond of brotherhood among the deputies, 
and the churches by whom they were 
sent. But one thing laid a heavy burden 
upon our hearts, the promising fields 
without laborers to reap the perishing 
fruits! How short is the autumn! how 
soon is winter at hand and nothing more 
can be done! It is time to pray for men 
and means; to stir up ourselves on this 
side, and our brethren on the other side 
of the ovean, “to do with might what- 
soever our hand findeth to do.” The 
assembled brethren gave a short account 
of the success in their different fields of 
labor. Mr. Beyebach reported the ad- 
mission of twelve members igto his church 
during the last year; no exclusion has 
taken place in the same time. It is in 
his country [esse Cassel] only possible 
to assemble in deep concealment, and 
yet they are often disturbed by police- 
men. At Cassel, although it is the capi- 
tal of the same country, brethren are in 
peace, and everything is in very good 
order; several have been admitted, and 
all look into the future with great hopes. 
Br. Steinhotf' related how great a desire 
to hear the word of life, the Lord has 
kindled in the couatry surrounding Eim- 
beck (Ilanover). Br. Korner reported 
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that the last year has been richly blessed 
for Wiirtemberg. To assemble. and 
preach the gospel, there has been much 
more freedom than in the preceding 
times. Twenty-seven have been added 
at different places, thirteen at Mockmiihl, 
Br. Bolzmaun made a statement about 
the rigorous persecution still carried on 
in Biickeburg, and how the sufferers are 
waiting for interference on their behalf 
from their American or English brethren. 
A German Sabbath — Liberality— 
Preaching excursions. 

On Lord's day, Sept. 4, I preached 
to a crowded assembly at [eilbronn, but 
the devil preached also in a far greater 
assembly at the same time, in the vicini- 
ty of our place of worship, with a greater 
noise of drums and trumpets and loud 
peals of laughter, all citizens being col- 
lected on the market-place to see a rope- 
dancer and his bajazzo perform. This 
is the celebration of the Sabbath in one 
of the most Christian lands of Germany ! 
In the very same city our brethren are 
prohibited from singing and preaching, 
(at the time when the public worship is 
held in the national church, so as not to 
cause any disturbance. 

The next day I departed for Stuttgart, 
and addressed the brethren there in the 
evening. On the road I visited the 
learned editor of the most interesting and 
liberal Christian paper in Wiirtemberg. 
Ile has always been a warm defender of 
religious liberty. May my long and jn- 
teresting conversation with him be 
blessed to the Lord's honor, and to the 
promotion of his cause. The following 
three days I preached every evening to 
a goodly number at Heilbronn, and on 
the 9th made an excursion to Méckmiihl, 
where I spent an interesting evening ad- 
dressing a circle of attentive hearers, 
On the 11th I was again engaged in 
preaching the blessed gospel at Heil- 
bronn, and was permitted to see signs of 
deep emotion. On my return I called 
on the brethren at Offenbach, and we 
were edified by the Lord our faithful 
Saviour. 

The great God purposes great things, 
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exceeding all that we ask or think; 
may we wait, pray and labor. My 
warmest salutations to the brethren in 
America. 


LETTER FROM MR. LEHMANN. 

In a recent visit to Hamburg, Mr. Leh- 
mann had conferences with his colleagues of 
the German Mission on sundry important 
matters. Among these was the state of 
things in 

Elberfeld. 

Hamburg, Dec. 6, 1853. — The church 
of Eiberfeld was another subject of our 
conversation. -The Lord evidently has 
opened a wide door there. While, 
during all the long years of the existence 
of our German churches, no Baptist in- 
terest could be formed in that region, 
which, besides so much, was blessed for 
long years by the powerful preaching of 
the gospel through a Krummacher and 
many others, now at once all is in excite- 
ment there about baptism. There are at 
present, at least, four Baptist interests; 
one only, and perhaps the least numerous, 
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principle might be obvious. It has then 
also been agreed upon that br. Ribbeck 
should for the present assist Mr. Kobner 
in preaching in Barmen, but that at the 
same time efforts should be made to 
secure a large room or hall in Eiberfeld 
itself, where br. Ribbeck regularly should 
preach, as there the greatest interest is 
found for him. On the whole we rejoiced 
very much in the pleasing openings 
which now are offered here from all 
quarters, and we only pray that all may 
be guided to pure and solid principles. 


Hamburg and Berlin. 

I have now spent several days here, 
and preached twice in the chapel to very 
pleasing congregations, and served at 
the Lord's table. On Monday I held 
two missionary meetings, both in Ham- 
| burg, in the chapel, and in St. Pauli 
suburb, where much interest was shown. 

Our church in Berlin goes on ina 
prosperous state; meetings are very 
largely visited, and a gradual increase 
| of members is experienced. Br. Bues is 
| very zealous and cordial, and his presence 


is guided under the pastorship of our br, enables me to do much for our mission in 


Kobner; but all others are connected 
with various errors or irregular practices, 
such as open communion, restitution of 
all things, sinlessness of believers, &c. 
A very great agitation has been produced 
by the baptism of a minister of the Re- 
formed Church, Mr. Ribbeck. He pos- 
sesses considerable talents for preaching, 
atid a degree of zeal which may astonish. 
His sermons were listened to with eager 
attention by crowds of people, much 
more than to any other of the state- 
church clergy. As Mr. Ribbeck bas 
joined the Baptist church under the care 
of Mr. Kobner, and full confidence is 
placed in his integrity; our Elberfeld 
Conference has resolved to invite him to 
enter into the service of the American 
Baptist Missionary Union, which he has 
accepted. We have offered him a salary 
which he has agreed upon, though it is 
far less than he could enjoy in his former 
position. But it appeared to the Con- 
ference that no aliurement whatever 


| general. 


GREECE. 
LETTER FROM MR. ARNOLD. 


New chapel. 

Athens, Oct. 6, 1853.— We removed 
to our new house, and opened our new 
chapel for the first time on the 12th of 
June, without any other form of dedica- 
tion than the preaching of a sermon, as 
usual. It would have been agreeable 
and fitting to have held a special service 
of dedication in English, in connection 
with our brn. Hendrick and Lathrop. 
This was talked of; but as they were 
ready “to depart on the morrow,” the 
necessary preliminaries of their journey 
did not allow the requisite opportunity 
for suitable preparation, and the quiet 
enjoyment of such a service. But the 
faithful preaching of the truths of God’s 
word will sufficiently hallow the place. 


should be held out, so that the purity of 


May He “give more grace” both to 
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preachers and hearers, and cause it to 
be said hereafter of the place of our 
assembling, —“ This and that man was 
born there.” There has been no inter- 
ruption of the usual service on the 
Lord’s day, since it was opened ;* and 
there has been a pleasing increase in the 
number of the hearers. The average 
has been about 20, for the last five 
Lord's days. Last Lord’s day evening 
there were 26 at the monthly concert. 

Corfu—A youthful disciple — Official 

insolence. 

In the early part of July I visited 
Corfu, stopping three days in Zante, 
with br. Canali. 1 found him, so far as 
I could judge, walking in the fear of the 
Lord. Itisa grief to us all, as well as 
to him, that he is separated from his 
brethren, and deprived of that watch- 
care, instruction, and fellowship, which 
are so valuable to every disciple, and so 
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tunity to visit, I commended my luggage 
to the special care of the agent of the 
Transportation Company, and set out in 
company with a fellow passenger, with- 
out waiting to see my effects conveyed 
across the Isthmus, and embarked on 
the steamer at the west side; not im- 
agining that the petty officer would dare 
to execute his threat of a seizure which 
I knew to be illegal. It was near night- 
fall when I returned from Corinth; and 
as I found several smaller articles safe 
in my cabin, and was assured that the 
larger ones were duly deposited in the 
hold, I gave myself no further trouble 
about them. But on arriving in Zante, 
my trunks were not to be found; and I 
was put to much inconvenience, not only 
for want of the books, but still more for 
want of my clothing. After suffering 
this inconvenience however for a week, 
I received all safe in Corfu. I fortu- 


necessary to one so young in years and 
in Christian experience, and living in so 
corrupt a community. During my short 
sojourn there I administered the com- 
munion to him,—the first time he has 
ever received it as a Protestant. I was 
disappointed in not meeting his friend 
Mr. Philippides, who left for Cephalonia 
on the day of my arrival. This is the 
person who had a short time before 
asked for baptism. I met also with an- 
other disappointment and vexation, in 
the detention of my trunks at Kalamaki. 

Ihad taken with me from Athens two 
boxes of bibles and tracts, for distribu- 
tion principally in Zante. On arriving 
at Kalamaki, on the east side of the Isth- 
mus, I was accosted by an insolent un- 
derling of the health office, who threat- 
ened to seize my trunks, because I bad, 
as he said he knew very well, American 
religious books, which were not allowed 
to be distributed in Greece. I answered 
him, that my books were not for distri- 
bution in Greece; and that if they were, 
I knew very well that they were not 
prohibited. Wishing to see the town 
and citadel of Corinth, which I had 
never before had so favorable an oppor- 


* During my absence, br. Buel kindly came up 
every Sunday, and preached for me. 


nately had a kind friend in the superior 
‘officer of the Custom House, who, as 
soon as he learned what had occurred, 
took my trunks out of the hands of injus- 
| tice, and forwarded them by the next 
| steamer. On my return to Athens I 
‘made astatement to the Minister of 
Home Affairs, of the insolent and illegal 
conduct of this official. I do not yet 
_ know the result. The large distribution 
|of books, and the earnest desire for 
them, during br. Buel’s tour in the Mo- 
‘rea, had stirred up the adversary, who, 
‘impotent for more, found this petty vent 
his spite. 


An inquirer. 

After remaining about two weeks in 
Corfu, I started on my return, again 
stopping two days in Zante. This time 
I was more fortunate in regard to one of 
the principal objects of my journey. I 
;met Mr. Philippides, and had several 
| extended conversations with him. So 
| far as I could judge, he is a sincere in- 
quirer, but without adequate views cf 
‘the nature of that preparation for bap- 
_tism which we require, and not at pres- 
ent a fit subject for that ordinance. I 
| explained to him that we look for some- 
thing more, in a candidate for baptism, 
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than an intelligent conviction of the 
truth of our religious principles as Prot- 
estants,—a deeper and more essential 
change in the inner man, —a renewal in 
the spirit of the mind. I told him that 
till we saw evidence of a sense of sin, 
and a coming to Christ for pardon and 
justification, a putting off of the old man, 
and a putting on of the new man, re- 
newed in righteousness and true holi- 
ness, — we could not receive him to bap- 
tism; but could only regard him as a 
catechumen, with whom we would glad- 
ly correspond, and for whom we would 
pray, that he might be effectually turned 
from darkness to light, and from the 
power of Satan unto God, that he might 
receive forgiveness of sins, and inheri- 
tance among them that are sanctified. 
In that relation he now stands to us. 
We continue to hear from him, both 
directly and through br. Canali. I give 
a few brief extracts from his letters 
to br. C. 

“TI received your two letters in due 
time, and was extremely gratified with 
your Christian counsels. Years ago I 
marked out for myself this course, and I 
have already taken the first step, which 
I shall never retrace. My daily spirit- 
ual food is the Holy Scriptures, in which 
I find consolation in all my afilictions, 
and in my solitary way of life: for here, 
as every where, there is the same fanati- 
cal hatred of the truth of the Holy Gos- 
pel. if one expresses his ideas to an- 
other, he is regarded with hatred; new 
ertheless, as often as I have opportunity, 
I do not cease to call their attention to 
various texts of Holy Scripture. * * * 

“ As for those texts of the gospels and 
epistles, I remark that the tree is not 
felled at one stroke. Perhaps you re- 
member that I once said to you, that I 
received nothing as certain; and you re- 
plied to me, that a man must have some 
religious principles. Imagine to yourself 
a man who has lived a long time in 
doubt, and whose heart has been full of 
unbelief, and ask yourself if it is easy 
for such a one to banish all these things 
from his heart all atonce. This can only 
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take place, I think, by the frequent 


counsels of his brethren, the reading of 
the Holy Scriptures, and constant prayer. 
All these I do not cease to use, beseech- 
ing our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive me 
my past trespasses, and to strengthen 
me in faith, virtue, righteousness and 
abhorrence of sin. * * * * 

“T was very much grieved to hear of 
your illness; but now rejoice to learn 
that you are well again. May the favor 
of our Lord Jegus preserve us in health, 
that we may labor for his glory. I am 
moreover grateful to you for the reli- 
gious and brotherly counsels and exhor- 
tations which you never fail to address 
to me, and which tend to strengthen me 
in the true faith of Christ, as your former 
jones did, as you know, to rescue me 
from error.” 


Another inquirer— Greeks and 
Ionians. 


As I have digressed from the account 
of my journey, I may here as well give 
you a short extract from a letter of Nich- 
olas, another inquirer, who has been 
mentioned in former letters. He had 
gone on a journey to Eubea; and in 
replying to a letter from one of our 
brethren here, he writes as follows: — 
“My brethren, you tell me not to neglect 
searching the Scriptures. This reminds 
me of the following words of our Saviour, 
‘ Will ye also goaway ?’ ‘ Lord, to whom 
shall we go? thou hast the words of eter- 
nal life’ Sometimes I go out a short 
distance from the village, and pray un- 
disturbed in the woods, thanking the 
Lord for all things; and at such moments 
[I remember you, more than at other 
times.” 

While in Corfu I had several inter- 
views with our sister T., who has been for 
along time past in a state of declension 
and darkness. She expressed a determi- 
nation to return to her Saviour, and to 
seek henceforward “a closer walk with 
God.” She united with us in the com- 
munion, from which she had absented 
herself for many months prior to my 
leaving Corfu. Thus I see reason to 
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hope that my visit to Zante and Corfu 
was not altogether unproductive of good. 
I returned home however more than 
ever satisfied with the change in my 
field of labor. I see no improvement in 
any thing good in the Ionian Islands; 
but rather a change for the worse. The 
contrast between the Greeks and the 
Tonians is wide and widening. 


Smyrna—A backslider reclaimed — 
Scattered members. 


Soon after our return from Corfu, I 
set out for Smyrna on the 17th of Aug. 
My journey was in vain, so far as the 
immediate object of it was concerned. 
I hope however it was not quite in vain in 
other respects. I endeavored to im- 
prove the opportunity for the benefit of 
our two brethren there, and met them 
almost daily, for brotherly counsel, study 
of the Scriptures, and united prayer. 
Before this visit, the case of br. X. had 
assumed amore favorable aspect than 
it was at the time of br. Buel’s visit to 
Smyrna. The last admonition of the 
church drew from him confession and 
promises of amendment; and these were 
renewed, with apparent sincerity, while 
Iwas in Smyrna. In consequence of 
the change for the better, it was voted 
unanimously by the church to drop all 
farther disciplinary proceedings against 
him. We hope we “have gained our 
brother,” as he did not “refuse to hear 
the church.” But this hope is mingled 
with many fears; we know that he is 
under great temptations, and destitute of 
those better influences and helps, which 
God has appointed as means through 
which he keeps his people in faith unto 
salvation. I remained nearly two weeks 
in Smyrna, and arrived home on the 2d 
of September. 


I have thus seen all our Greek breth- 
ren within the last three months. Since 
there appears no eligible way, at present, 
of our living all united in one place, such 
occasional visits seem very necdful. Our 
brethren in Smyrna, especially, begged 
that they might thus be favored, at least 
twice every year. 
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Religious aspects of Greece — Free 
discussion. 


I have not been able to communicate 
to you much that is very encouraging in 
regard to the results of our missionary 
work. But there is a spirit of inquiry 
abroad among this people. All subjects 
are freely discussed. Light is spreading. 
And we have many opportunities of 
contributing something to give a right 
direction to inquiring minds. We are 
persuaded that we do not spend our 
strength for naught and in vain; and we 
think ourselves favored in being per- 
mitted to live and labor, where, however 
insignificant the direct and visible re- 
sults of our work may be, there is going 
on a gradual and constant process of 
enlightenment. Let me confirm these 
observations by an extract or two. Ilear 
how one of our Athenian papers spoke 
out not long ago on the subject of reli- 
gion. “Faith has failed from among 
us; and allour religion is comprised in 
making the sign of the cross, fasting 
twice in the week, getting drunk on the 
feast days, and carousing on the greater 
festivals. Faith and true religion having 
thus failed from among us, there has 
been a consequent and corresponding 
decline of all the social virtues, which 
have their source and support in the 
impressions produced by religious teach- 
ing. We must speak the whole truth; 
and we do not care whether it offends 
few or many. The truth is this. We 
are called Christians, but we are not 
such. The proof of this is at hand: here 
it iss Who is there that instructs this 
nation in the faith of Christ? Who is 
there, especially among our youth, that 
knows the fundamental principles of his 
religion ?” 

Plea for religious liberty. 

Let this suflice for the practical part. 
I give a few extracts on the principle of 
religious liberty. They are taken from 
the plea of a distinguished lawyer, in 
behalf of the associates of Cairi, the ra- 
tionalistic, or rather Deistical priest, who 
died in prison about a year ago. This 
plea is published in a pamphlet form and 
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widely circulated. The same views are 
advocated by this eminent lawyer, in a 
work on “ Constitutional Right,” pub- 
lished by him,—the substance of lec- 
tures délivered to the students of law in 
the University of Otho. He is arguing 
the case before the Areopagus, to which 
tribunal the accused had appealed, after 
having been condemned by the lower 
court. Alluding to the then recent 
death of the leader of the heretical sect, 
he says: “ The Most High, by citing to 
his own tribunal Theophilus Cairi, the 
chief of the accused, has plainly declared, 
that such judgments fall not within the 
competency of any earthly, any human 
tribunal. All offences against the Su- 
preme Being, by the Supreme Being 
alone are fitly adjudicated. And that, 
because only the Most High, who 
searches the mind and the heart, only 
He who knows the exact truth, only 
He, I say, is the Judge of questions that 
exclusively concern himself. * * * To 
God only it belongs to adjudge and de- 
cide such matters, and he has appointed 
no vicegerent on earth to avenge his 
wrongs. * * * Yes, sirs, I say it openly, 
because I am persuaded of it in my con- 
science, and because history testifies also 
the same; it is an axiom in philosophy, 
no less certain than the axioms of math- 
ematics; that falsehood, even though all 
the powers of earth should combine to- 
gether in its favor,—the day will come 
when it will be brought to naught. 
Truth, on the contrary, though all the 
mighty ones of earth should join hands 
against it, and though all the iron on the 
globe should be forged into fetters to 
confine it; truth, I say, will one day tri- 
umph ; because God loves it, even as he 
abhors falsehood and its abettors. * * * 
No, sirs, this fettering of conscience is 
the first step towards the overthrow of 
all our liberties. For who shall assure 
me, that he who proposes to bind my 
conscience will not afterwards seek to 
bind my words and my thoughts, and then 
proceed to lay his hand on my person, 
my goods, my honor, and all the blessings 
which my Maker has conferred on me as 
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a rational being? * * * * Well does 
our law distinguish between religion and 
worship, and use different language con- 
cerning them. As regards religion our 
laws proclaim it free : as regards worship 
our laws guarantee it equal protection. 
On the one hand, therefore, it is not 
worship that is free, but religion: and 
on the other hand, it is not religion that 
is protected by our constitution (for re- 
ligion has no need of its protection,) but 
worship.” 

In another part of his plea he thus in- 
geniously and forcibly turns the argu- 
ments of his opponents against them- 
selves. Tie constitution declares, that 
in the Kingdom of Greece, “ all known 
religions are tolerated.” The counsel for 
the prosecution had seized upon this word 
“known,” and had argued, that as the 
system of Cairi was a new religion, hith- 
e1to unknown, it was not entitled to a 
protection expressly limited to known re- 
ligions. After answering this sophism 
by sufficient arguments, the counsel for 
the accused exposes its absurdity and 
suicidal character, in something like the 
following strain. ‘ Well, be it so, gentle- 
men, the religion of Cairi is not entitled 
to toleration, because it is not a known 
religion. But what is this that you are 
doing? You yourselves are giving it 
publicity; you yourselves are making it 
a known religion, by this very persecu- 
tion. Sentence these men to prison, and 
what have you accomplished ? Just this. 
By and by, the time of their imprison- 
ment expires, and they come forth into 
the community, the professors of a re- 
ligion now known and authorized, for 
you have made it so. IlIenceforth they 
are entitled to toleration ; henceforth 
they may profess and propagate their 
sentiments openly and fearlessly, under 
that constitutional shelter, which you 
yourselves, by this ill-advised prosecu- 
tion, have so inconsistently provided for 
them. Behold tke completion of your 
work !” 

Another eminent counsellor, who was 
associated with the above in the same 
cause, gives utterance to similar senti- 
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ments, reminding the Judges that the 
apostle rays, “a man that is an heretic, 
after the first and second admonition, 
reject; he did not say, force him, bind 
him, burn him, hang him.” 

We trust that such leaven as this will 
ere long leaven the whole lump of the 
Greek mind. ‘True, there are those who 
speak in a different and an opposite 
strain; but it is such principles as the 
above that strike most agreeably upon 
the Grecian ear. 


Popular excitements. 


Our community is just now under a 
twofold excitement. The more warlike 
aspect of the Eastern question rouses the 
martial spirit of the Greeks. Who can 
wonder that they are excited at the 
prospect of the overthrow of that infidel 
power, whose cruel yoke rested until 
lately upon their own necks, and still 
rests upon the necks of by far the larger 
portion of their nation ?— The frequent 
earthquakes are the cause of another and 
different sort of excitement. Since the 
severe shock of the 18th of August which 
destroyed the town of Thebes, but a 
day’s journey from us, there have been 
frequent shocks felt here. Last Thursday 
night there were two severe shocks, 
with an interval of about three hours, 
and several lesser ones. Some pretend 
to have counted no less than fifteen, in 
the course of the night. Ever since, 
they have been of almost daily occur- 
rence. For the most part they are but 
slight: but much alarm exists; many 
persons have removed their beds as near 
as possible to their street or garden door, 
and lie down in their clothes, ready to 
rush out at the first trembling of the 
earth; while others are so overpowered 
by fear that they can get no repose ; and 
many a countenance bears the marks of 
anxiety and sleeplessness. 

“ God is our shield.” Trusting in him 
we are quiet from fear of evil, though 
near us the sword of war should be bathed 
in blood, and beneath us the solid earth 
should quake. May we redeem the time 
in these evil days. 
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Tokens of Divine favor. 

Aug. 12, 1853. — A few weeks since 
we had the privilege of leading three of 
our people into the baptismal waters. 
Two others may be baptized before long. 
We feel thankful for these tokens of 
divine favor, and for the refreshing 
seasons we have enjoyed in some of our 
religious services. At our last quarterly 
church meeting a larger number of 
people attended than ever before ona 
single occasion. The meeting pro- 
gressed without disturbance outside of 
the house of worship. Within, the 
interest and solemnity of the worshippers 
were such as to give us the impression 
that the message of salvation was deemed 
a matter of importance by many, and by 
some was heard as glad tidings of great 
joy. 

A Christian life and death. 


One of the baptized was the widow of 
our brother Chesickah. She has for 
some length of time given evidence of 
piety and has proved herself to be a 
“widow indeed,” though not until lately 
offering herself for membership in the 
church. The death of her son Charke- 
semo seemed the immediate instrumen- 
tality to move her to her present deci- 
sion. This son was by the election of 
the people the second chief of the nation. 
Ile was baptized and added to our 
church in October, 1850. The last 
winter of his life he spent at the city of 
Washington as one of a delegation 
on business pertaining to his tribe. 
Ilis piety is favorably known ther 
among those with whom he had 
the privilege of forming an acquain- 
tance. Unlike many others of the 
forest strangers, he seemed to draw from 
his intercourse with civilized life only its 
more sacred influences. He was led to 
admire the more elevated aspects of life, 
and the zeal and consecration of the 
people of God in the services of the 
sanctuary and the spread of the gospel. 
What is not without interest, he con- 
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tracted a more jealous aversion toward 
those incentives to evil which so surely 
overcome the unwary. Being taken un- 
well on his return voyage, his physician 
prescribed “ sweet spirits of nitre,” which 
he declined, choosing rather to suffer 
than to use a remedy resembling the 
article which occasioned the drunken- 
ness of his people. 

After his return home he manifested a 
determination to devote himself to the 
elevation of his tribe. He spoke boldly 
in the national council in favor of civili- 
zation and of the institutions of the gos- 
pel, and set the example of a consistent 
worshipper in the house of prayer. But 
alas! his voice is now silenced. Ie has 
passed away from the turmoil of earth to 
the joys of heaven. I was called to 
witness his last struggle and joyful de- 
parture. He was seized with pneumo- 
nia so highly inflammatory as speedily to 
render it evident, to himself and to 
others, that he must die. This event he 
spoke of as the finishing of his work and 
his entrance into rest. At intervals, 
when his pains were less violent, he was 
employed in prayer, with expressions of 
praise. The truth that “Christ Jesus 
came into the world to save sinners,” 
was his consolation. The greatest bur- 
den of his mind was for the church 
whose interests he had espoused. It was 
his earnest appeals to his mother which 
drew from her a promise to consecrate 
herself more publicly to the service of 
God — which promise she has now ful- 
filled — and that led his brother, now a 
candidate for baptism, to the threshold 
of the church. 

It is seldom the lot of a Christian 
minister to witness a more happy termi- 
nation of earthly existence. This, with a 
similar scene witnessed a few weeks be- 
fore, makes us feel that it is well 


To lay our armor by, 

To breathe our humble prayer, 
To sink to rest, in faith to die, 
For God is present there. 


Contrasts. 
These are bright spots in the cloud 
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people. An epidemic fever prevailing 
out of its ordinary season has taken 
away many without hope in Christ. 
Their anguish of spirit formed a fearful 
contrast to the happy death of the be- 
liever. Our church mourns among 
others two aged members, a man and his 
wife, who entered the Christian service 
at the eleventh hour. I was with them 
at the last,and was made happy by 
witnessing the peace that characterized 
their deaths. They had lived long 
together, and seen their children of the 
third and fourth generation. In death 
they were but momentarily separated, 
and together in the church-yard their 
dust waits the resurrection morn. 


CHEROKEES. 
LETTER FROM MR. JONES, 
The following letter has been excluded 
from an earlier appearance by a press of 
matter relating to other mission ficlds ; but 
it contains a notice of events never too late 


to be put on record. 


Good tidings. 

July 26, 1853. — It is with feelings of 
gratitude to the Father of all our mer- 
cies that I avail myself of the privilege 
of reporting to you some things to the 
honor of his grace. Our meetings have 
been quite encouraging, and there has 
generally been good attendance, witha 
good attention to the exercises, and in 
almost all cases there have been in- 
dications of serious impressions on some 
persons present. 

In_ br. neighberhood 
there has been much interest manifested, 
in all directions for many miles round. 
There are pressing invitations for more 
preaching at several places. But our 
duties elsewhere will not admit of our 
giving them as much attention as we 
could with profit if we had more help. 
At Adsinohee, on Sabbath, May 29, 
br. Downing baptized one woman on 
confession of her faith in the Lord Jesus. 
Br. Wickliffe and other brethren, who 


Downing's 


that has lowered heavily upon our 


are active and useful within the range of 
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the Delaware Town church, report a 
number of anxious inquirers at several 
places where religious meetings are held. 
At the sacramental meeting at Delaware 
Town last month, there was a very large 
congregation and much seriousness. 
One man and three women, on evidence 
of a hopeful change of heart, were bap- 
tized by br. Wickliffe June 18, At the 
close of the meeting about forty persons 
came for prayer and instruction. 

Within the range of the labors of our 
br. Taneno!le, pastor of the church at 
Long Prairie, there are indications of 
increasing seriousness. 
May 22, br. Tanenole buried in baptism 
two Cherokee men and one woman on 
profession of their fuith in Christ ; and 
one man on the 26th of June. There 
are also quite a number of serious in- 
quirers in the congregations. 

At Dsiychee, June 5, one man and one 
woman were buried with Christ in bap- 
tim. Within the range of this church 


there are quite encouraging prospects. | 


At the Wet Prairie branch of this 


Miscellany. — Mohammedan Intolerance. 


On Sabbath, | 
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|church a meeting house has been 
erected, in which good congregations 
attend preaching and prayer meetings. 
There is quite a serious feeling among 
the people of the vicinity. At a very 
interesting two days’ meeting at this 
iplace, on the 9th and 10th inst., four 
‘men and three women gave evidence of 
a change of heart and were baptized by 
br. Tanenole. 

At Lee’s Creek, about forty-five miles 
south of this place, there is a greatly 
jincreased religious interest. The con- 
igregations are very large, and many 
appear to listen to the preached word 
great seriousness. On Sabbath, 
‘June 26,several came before the church. 
One woman was received and baptized 
in the presence of five or six hundred 


with 


people, among whom deep seriousness 
prevailed. The meetings on Saturday 
‘and Sabbath were quite large and en- 
‘couraging. I trust the Spirit of God 
_was present and at work on many minds. 
H[oping for a continued interest in 


jyour prayers, I remain, &e. 


MISCELLANY. 


MOHAMMEDAN INTOLERANCE. 


The freedom granted by the Turkish 
government to Protestant missions was 
deservedly regarded auspicious of great 
good. The steady progress of evange- 
lical principles in the Christian commu- 
nities of Turkey has confirmed the antici- 
pation. The Armenian, the Nestorian, 
and the Jacobite churches feel the force 
of simple Scripture truth, and the Greek 
church, strongest of all in the pride of 
antiquity, of nationality and “orthodoxy,” 
has shown that it is not able wholly to 
resist the spiritual energy which acts so 
strongly in the other oriental communions, 
It is supposed that a dread of the effect | 


! 


of this movement had some share in 
prompting Russia to the aggressions that 
have brought Europe to the brink of a 
general war; and it is safe to presume 
that, as political jealousy of Russia is the 
chief cement that unites the western 
powers of Christendom in alliance with 
Turkey, so, whatever sympathy the 
evangelical Christian public may appear 
to have for the Turks, it is only apparent, 
and has regard to the benefits which the 
Turkish rule secures, and which Russian 
aggressions threaten, in respect to the 
nominally Christian population of the 
empire. 


Mohammedanism, we believe, has 
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parted with none of its inherent intoler- 
ance. The spirit which animated the 
old warlike followers of the false prophet 
was no accidental or temporary impulse, 
but is inherent in their faith and survives 
all the changes of time. It may seem 
hardly charitable to aflirm that there was 
more of contempt than of good will 
towards Christians in the recent acts of 
toleration, — for the Turk is still a man, 
and the case was one that appealed to hu- 
man sensibility. But the indifference with 
which the government looked on, while 
persecuting prelates were punishing dis- 
sent with many stripes, and the fact that 
it required British meditation to arrest 
their cruelty, lend support to the asser- 
tion. 

But a far diffierent question may very 
soon arise. Missions in Turkey have 
hitherto made no sensible impression on 
the Turks. Quite recently, however, in- 
dications have appeared that such is no 
longer to be the case. At two or more 
tations of the American Board of Com- 
missioners, several mussulmans have ex- 
pressed their conviction of the truth of 
Christianity. The exhibition of the gos- 
pel, divested of those corruptions that in 
the eastern churches have so completely 
hidden its divine features, and of its fruits 
as shown in the lives of sincere and in- 
telligent believers, is beginning to have 
its natural effects. Will the Sultan be 


[ March, 


as tolerant of conversions from Islamism 
to Christianity, as of conversions from Ar- 
menian or Greek orthodoxy to evangeli- 
cal Protestanism ? The question admits 
of but one answer. He cannot, without 
ceasing to be a Mohammedan. The law 
of the Koran is express, that the apostate 
must be put to death. This law, within 
a short time has been actually executed 
A mussulman at Adrianople, who had 
professed Christianity, was summarily 
beheaded. 

Political questions, now urgent, will for 
a time postpone the consideration of this 
serious subject, but it will in due season 
demand attention. Missionaries in Tur- 
key, under a commission to preach the 
gospel to every creature, may not choose 
whether or not they will forbear to teach 
mussulmans. The question whether con- 
versions shall be at the price of life will 
arise, and the Christian world will be 
called to look it inthe face. Diplomatic 
guaranties of Turkish independence wil] 
be repudiated, when they manifestly re- 
quire Christian states to sustain an 
antichristian power in open and bloody 
warfare against the gospel. Meanwhile, 
it remains for those whose weapons are 
not carnal, but mighty, to ply them with 
the constancy of true faith, assured that 
no weapon formed against them can 
eventually prosper. 


AMERICAN BAPTIST MISSIONARY UNION. 


A FOURFOLD BEREAVEMENT. 


It has seldom, we believe never, fallen to 
us to record in a single number of the 
Magazine intelligence of the deaths of four 
members of our missions, occurring within 
the space of three months, the announce- 
ment in the case of three of them reaching 
the Missionary Rooms on the same day. 

Mrs. Mary CampBeE.t Rosz, wife of the 
Rev. A. T. Rose, of the Arracan Mission, 
died of cholera at Akyab, Oct. 2ist, after an 
illness of less than twenty-four hours. She 
was the sister of the late lamented Rev. H. 
M. Campbell, whose remains were laid to 


rest in the soil of Arracan less than two 
years before. She had arrived at Akyab with 
her husband on the 20th of May preceding 
and entered into rest when her missionary 
work could be said scarcely to have com- 
menced, 

The Rev. Harvey E. Knapp, of the same 
mission, died on his passage from Calcutta 
to the Cape of Good Hope, and was buried 
at sea on the 9th of November. Mr. Knapp 
was appointed in 1849. He left the mission 
on account of the rapid development of 
pulmonary disease, but death was nearer 
than had been feared. 
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Mrs. Suermer, wife of the Rev. H. B. 
Shermer, of the mission to the Bassas, West 
Africa, died at Bexley on the 23d of Septem- 
ber, and Mrs. M. B. Crocker, of the same 
mission, died at Monrovia on the 23d of 
November. Both had left this country 
within less than a year. The particulars of 
these solemn events will be found in the 
letter of Mr. SLermer in preceding pages. 

The Arracan Mission is severely smitten. 
The mission in Africa, — we cannot attempt 
now to iaterpret the lesson taught by Provi- 
dence in respect toit. For our departed 
friends it is well, for the missions it is also 
well, These blows have been dealt in infinite 


wisdom, and love. 
“ Not for this 


Faint we, nor mourn, nor murmur.” 
He who has taken these, can fill their places 
and raise up others to enter the waiting 
harvest of the world. — We hope in a future 
number to give fuller notices of these lives 
and deaths. 


DONATIONS. 
Receive January, 1854. 


Maine. 


Dexter ch.7 ; Corrinna,Martha Young, 
650 cts.; Wayne, ch. and cong. 25; 
Alna, Rev. G. P. Mathews 70 cts. ; 
Wiscasset, John Sylvester 10; Ken- 
duskeag, Rev. T. B. Robinson 10; 
Mrs. L. F. Robinson 1; Jefferson, 
lst ch. and soc. 10; Warren, ch., to 
cons. Abiel W. Kennedy, M. D., L. 
M., 128; 192.20 


New Hampshire. 


Concord, Ist ch., J. A. Gault, tr., to 
cons. Joseph A. Gilmore L.M. ,100; 
West Swanzey, Silas Parsons 100; 
Deerfield Centre, ch. 7; Rindge, 
Arminda P. Abbott 3; 210.00 


Vermont. 
West Topsham, ch., J. Sanborn, tr., 
13.75; St.Johnsbury Centre, Joseph 
Ide 56; Cornwall, Roxana Peet 4; 22.75 


Massachusetts. 


A friend, for the African Mission, 100; 
Boston, Thomas P.Cushing, to cons. 
hims. L. M., 100, Tremont st. ch., 
W. H. Jameson, tr., 100; Timothy 
Gilbert, for the support of Mrs. Daiu- 
ble, 250; Charles st. ch., Fem.Miss. 
Soc., Mis. Daniel Sharp, tr., to cons. 
Joseph H. Stacey L. M., 10461; 
Washington st. 8. Sch., W. Ho- 
bart, tr.. 10; Florida, Rev. Wm. 
Kogert and wife, for Teloogoo Mis- 
sion, 2; Lawrence, A friend to Mis- 
sions’’ §; Salisbury and Amesbury, 
8. Sch., for sup. «f a child named 
Sarah P. Byram, under care of Mrs. 
Johnson, Hongkong, 30; Chelsea, 
ch., 8. Bryant, tr., to cons. Elizabeth 
Cummings L. M., 100; Lowell, "One 
of the Unitarian household of faith” 
8; Andover &. 8. Richardson 2; 
Charlestown, Ist ch. aud soc., per 

Joseph Carter, tr., to cons. Amos 

Chace L. M., 100; 8. Sch., to sup. 

a child in Assam Orph. Sch., 25; 


Donations. 


Lynn, ch. 63; Westboro’, ch., Wm. 
Cheever, tr., 50.35 ; Mrs. L. P.C ush- 
ing, for sup. of Joseph Parker in 
Karen Normal sch., 10; Beverly, 1st 
ch. 100; West Dedham, ch. 15; 
mon. con. 12.65; 1182.61 


Rhode Island. 


Pawtucket, Ist ch. 160.54; Nahum 
Bates, to cons. himself L. M., 100; ‘ 
Valley Falls, Rev. George Silver 4; 264.54 


Connecticut, 


New Haven, U. T. 5; Easton, ch. 
46.25 ; 61.25 


New York. 


New York City, W. H. Munn, to cons. 
Klizabeth Munn L. M., 100; Keese- 
ville, ch. 5; Willsboro’, ch. 6.62; 
Masonville, ch., mon. con., 5; Gil- 
bertsville, ch. 30.62; Sandhill, ch. 
7.38; Hempstead, ch. 382; Utica, 
Broad st.ch., A. M. Beebee, 20; 
Hamilton, Mrs. E. C. Judson, 30; 
Pultney, Rev. H. R. Dakin 1; So. 
Butler, ch. 10; Yorkshire, Mrs. 


Polly Cokon, 1; 248.62 
Mohawk River Asso., D. B. Brockett, 
tr.: Salisbury ch., 80.00 


Black River Asso., 21.57 ; Misses Shep- 
ardson 26 cts. ; Coll. at State Conv. 
23; Watertown, ch., with other 
donas., to cons. Warren Spalding 
L. M., 50.82; Rev. D. Dye 5; La- 
fargeville, ch. 4.50 ; Depeauville,ch. 
2; Ruth Colwell 2; Lowville 47.29; 
Adams Village 12; South Rutland, 
5; R. D. Woodward 1; Carthage 
4.25; Great Bend 1; per Rev. H. A. 
Smith, Agent, 179.69 
Broome and Tioga Asso. 9.89; Whit- 
ney’s Point, ch. 7; D.M. Garvey 1; 
Rev. S.S. Tucker 1; A friend, 27 
cts.; Maine, ch. 16.03; Tioga Cen- 
tre 9; Barker and Chenango 265 58 ; 
Caroline 10; Willsey ville 4; J.Will- 
sey 5; Tioga and Barton 3.22. with 
other donas , to cons. Rev. Isaac W. 
Emery L. M, per Rev. H. A. 8., 
Agent, 91.99 
Chenango Asso. 8.90 ; E. Colburn 1; 
B. J. llaight 3; Smyrna, ch. 7.50; 
Rev. W. Spaulding and wife 4; Mi-s 
N. L. Spaulding, 1; Oxford, ch. 
22.75; Kichard Yale 1; South New 
Berlin 2942; Esther Hendrick 1; 
Greene, ch. 25.07; Dr. Farr and wife 
15; Esther E. Hendrick 1; Coven- 
try and Greene, ch. 33.33; MeDon- 
ough. ch. 11; Female B. 8. 8.69; 
Smithville 12; Coventry 20; 8. Sch 
3; Bainbridge, 2d ch.2; Earlville, 
ch. 23.25; Preston 9; Plymouth 
18; N. Norwich 3; Pitcher 24; Ox- 
ford and Greene 30.80; George 
Koapp 1; Guilford, 2d ch. 29.87; 
to cous. John Curtiss, George Win- 
ston and Harvey IH. Gilmore L. M., 
per Rev. H. A. 8., Agent, 349.08 
Oveida Asso., E. Palmer, tr., 12; 
Whitesboro’, ch. 68.57 ; Youth's M. 
8., for Assam Orph. Sch., 18.58; 
Waterville 17.50; Holland Patent 
11; Rome, ch. 64.19; Court st. ch. 
8.50; Vernon 16.13; Westmoreland, 
2d ch. 11.80; Cassville 60 31; Anns- 
ville 14; Durhamville 5; Mrs.tHayes 
1; Utica, Bleecker st. ch. 136.54; 
Ketsey Brown 1.36; Broad st. ch., 
of which 20 is for German Mission, 
135.05; 8. Sch. 79.60; Rev. P. P. 
Brown 2; to cons, Kev. Carlos 
Swift, Eli Hull, Harlow Hawley and 
Miss Charlotte E. Whipple L. M., 
per Rev. Hl. A. 8., Agent, 642.24 
Otsego Asso., 3.82; Hartwick. ch. 39; 
Springfield, ch. 4; Plainfield, ch. 
60.13; Edmeston, 2d ch. 6.75; 


Brookfield, ch. 18.88; New Lisbon, 
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ch. 26.25; Burlington, Ist ch. 8; 

North burlington, ch. 25 ; Coopers- 

town, ch. 943; Exeter, ch. 20 50; 

Warren, ch. 1425; Jacksonville, 

ch. 13 37; Wi field, ch. 9.75; Rev. 

L. Bolton 10; Jeremiah Pratt 5; to 

cons. Key Abram Wilsexen, John 

O'Donnell, Alonzo Smith, Nathan 

KR. Brown and Mrs. Fid-lia B. Dye 

L. M., per Kev. H. A. 8., Agent, 

Oswego Asso., coll. at semi-ann. weet- 
ing, 5.12; Oswego, Ist ch. 12; 2d 
ch. 15; Hannibal, ch. 3; Parish, ch, 
8; Central 8q., ch. 5; Fulton, ch. 
69.12; 8. Sch. 5; to coos. Willard 
Osgood L. M., per Rev. A. 
Agent, 

Onondaga Asso, : Manlius, ch. 60.25 ; 
Manlius and Sullivan, ch, 31; Fay- 
etteville, ch. 92.56; 8, Sch., to sup. 
a child in Assam UOrph. Sch., to be 
named David Decker, 22.61; Can- 
ton, ch. 8.48; Calista Parker 1; to 
cons. Key. Abner Webb L. M., per 
Kev. Il. A. 8, Agent, 

Saratoga Asso.: Broadalbin, ch. 20; 
Saratoga Springs, ch. 56.90; Clifton 
Park, ch., with other donas., to 
cons. Mrs. J.W. Crumb L.M., 52 56; 
Galway. 2d ch. 22.83; Stillwater, 2d 

7 on. con. 18.13; Burnt 


ch. 22.75 ; 
201.09 


255.18 


107.24 


205.80 


liills, ch. 8.22; per Rev. O. Dodge, 
Avent, 

Essex and Champlain Asso.: Jay, 
Phebe Arnold, to cons. David Piper 


L. M., per Rev. O. D., Agent, 100 09 
Washington Union Asso. : Rupert, ch. 
per Kev. O. D., Agent, 3.50 


Buffalo Asso., D. W. Williams, tr., 
Boston, ch. 21.71; Boston and Con- 
cord, ch. 5.01; Collins, ch. 350; 
Eden, ch. 13 75; Ladies’ Mite soc. 
2.50; Aurora,ch. 8.59; Amherst, 
ch. 28.58; Arcade, ch. 22.67 ; Stry- 
kersville 47.19; Wales, ch. 2; Sar- 

divia, ch. 7.25; Florence and Col- 
den, ch. 6.44 ; Springville, ch. 105.- 

41; Buffalo, Washington st. ch , to 
cons. Mrs. Samuel Rathbone, Mrs. 
John Bush and Mrs. Wm. A. Coots 
L. M., 300; 8. Sch., to sup. Latham 
A. Burrows, in Assam Orph. Sch., 
25; per Rev. S. M. O-good, Agent, 600.00 

Niagara A-so., B. Van Ho:n, tr.: Ak- 
ron, ch. 30.1.4; Wheatfield and Pen- 
dleton ch. 1; ton and Mill- 

ort, ch. 3.04; West Somerset, ch. 

.25: Touawanda, Indian ch. 2; 
Rausemville, ch. 11; Somerset, Ist 
ch. 44.75 ; Newfane. ch. 7.99 ; Wil- 
son, ch. .2.63; A friend 60; Lock- 
port Il. Flaggler 5; Benoni Ed- 
munds 1; per Rev. 8. M. O., Ag’t, 300.70 


New Jersey. 


Greenwich, ch. 33 25; Cape May, Ist 
ch. 15; Kingword, ch. 35; 

Moores own, ch. 13 15 ; Upper Free- 
hoid, ch 33.82; John W. Cox 10; 
Newark, North Mission Chapel 9.51; 
Rev. J. G. Collom 5; A friend of 
Missions 40 cts. ; per Rev. L. Wright, 
Agent, 


88.25 


7191 


Pennsylvania. 


Philadelphia, 12th ch., per Rev. L. 
Wright, Agent, 

Philade phia, Johnson Tolman 25; 
Joun G. Themas 50 ets.; Milton, 
Jas. Moore, sen. 5; White Deer, ch. 
15; Danville, ch 2.49; Upland, ch. 
34.76; Holmesburg, ch , lof. 8.Sch. 
4; Fruit Hill, Rev Samuel Miles 
9.28; Chestnut Hill, ch. 6.75; Del- 
mar, ch., Rev. A. Sherwood 15.09; 
to cons. Rev. Andras Wiberg L M. ; 
Eaton, ca. and cong. 320; Mon- 
roe, ch. and cong. 2.80; Tunkhan- 


50.00 


Donations. 


160.16 


(March, 1854, 


. nock, a friend of Missions 1; Peters’ 
Creek, ch., John Simmons, tr., 5; 
8. Sch. 2.60; Pittsburgh, Union ch., 
B. L. Fahnestock, tr., to cons. John 
Owen L. M., 100; 8. Sch., of which 
00 is for sup. of two Karen children 


named Delia L. and Thomas Cc. 
Teasdale, 60; Wellsboro’, ch., mon, 
con, 12; Damascus, Rev. J. T. Mit- 
chel 5; Logan's Valiey, ch. 50; Mar- 
tin Bell, to cons. hims. L, M., 100; 419.47 


499.47 
Ohio. 


Norwalk, ch., of which 7.35 is for As- 
sam Orph. Sch., 61.25; Franklin, 
ch., Warren Co, C. Butler tr., 111; 
Mt, Vernon, ch. 3; 

Trumbull Asso., W. IT. Hutchins, tr., 
40.25 ; Warren, ch. 41 57; 

Ifolmes Co., J. Allison 2; Newport, 
ch. 23; New Market, Ladies’ soc., 
avails of 3 shirts, 4; Cincinnati, 9th 
st ch., ann. sub. 102; mon. con. 
18,77; coll. by Rev. J. G. Oncken 
100; Baker st. ch. 7.14; per Rey. J. 


81.82 


256.91 


Stevens, Agent, 
503.08 


Indiana. 


Grant's Creek, ch., W. HL. Dolby, per 
Rey. J. Stevens, Agent, 

Evansville, ch. 20; Kev. Asa Marsh 
4; A. L. Robinson 10; 34.00 


35.00 
Illinois. 


Lee Centre, Horatio Benton 2; Uprer 
Alton, ch., mon con. 7; Burritt, 
Kev. William Gates 1; Plainfield, 
Sew. Circle 450; Alton, Ist ch., 
Richard Flagg, tr.. mon. con. 29 19; 
Cordova, ch. 5; Decatur, ch. 14; 


Iowa. 
Mt. Pleasant, ch. 
Wisconsin. 


Lacrosse, Ist ch., E. P. Williams, tr., 
mon, con, 


12.00 
District of Columbia. 


Washington, E st. ch., Youth’s Mis- 
sionary Soc., A. C. Kichards tr., 
for the Samson Scholarship, 


In Foreign Countries. 


China, Tlongkong, Miss. ch., mon. 
con., 7 mos, 
do. Ningpo, Miss. ch. 

Siam, Bangkok. Miss. ch. 

Arracan, Akyxb, sundry donas. for 
Kemee school 7 

Teloogoo Miss., avails of sewing by 
Bdg. Sch. scholars 13.65; Mra, 
Locke, for Bdg.Sch. 2.27 ; LL. Stokes, 
Exq. 27.28 ; 43.18 


$6,747.53 
Legacy. 
fangerfield, N. Y., Daniel C. Doug- 


lass, per O. Webster aud 8. Clark, 
Exrs., 


Total, from April Ist. 1853, to Jan- 
uary 3lst, 1854, $49,804.79. 


Donations in Clothing and Goods. 


Providence, R.J., Perry Davis & Son, 
1 box Pain Killer for Siam Mission, 

Whitesboro’, N. Y.. Sewing Soe., 1 
box, clothing for Mr. & Mrs. Bron- 
56.48 

Unknown, 1 box for Rev. N. Brown. 
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